
If you're dipping your toes into sports betting or looking to sharpen your edge, you’ve likely heard about line
shopping. It’s tracking various sportsbooks to find the best possible odds, but how do you truly know if this
strategy is paying off? What should you track to determine if line shopping benefits your bottom line?

In this post, we’ll break down exactly what data points and metrics you should log, how to understand the impact
of juice and vig, why price matters as much as the pick, and the dangers of the sportsbook loyalty tax. We’ll use
real-world price comparisons like the ubiquitous -110 pricing example and walk through tools like sportsbook
apps with push notifications and same-game parlay offers. By the end, you’ll be equipped with a self-made system
to see if line shopping is moving the needle for you.

Understanding Line Shopping and Why It Matters
Line shopping isn’t just a recreational convenience. It’s a vital skill that can maximize your expected return on bets.
When sportsbooks sportsgamblingpodcast post odds, subtle differences in pricing—even a point or two—
translate to substantial swings in your profitability over time.

https://www.sportsgamblingpodcast.com/2026/09/07/your-sportsbook-doesnt-love-you-the-hidden-tax-behind-the-odds/


Example: The -110 Pricing

Most point spread bets standardize at -110, meaning you risk $110 to win $100. But what if you shop and find
someone giving -105? That 5-cent difference in the vig can be huge.

-110 odds: Risk $110 to win $100; implied probability is ~52.38%

-105 odds: Risk $105 to win $100; implied probability is ~51.22%

That roughly 1.16% difference in break-even probability can compound positively over time.

Why “Price Matters as Much as the Pick”

That phrase might sound trite, but it’s one of my main notes in my self-inflicted wounds ledger. You can have the
perfect hunch on the game and still lose money if you consistently pay bad juice or refuse to hunt better lines.

Think about it: Two identical picks can yield drastically different ROI outcomes if the odds differ. Betting on Team A
at -110 versus -105 means you need fewer winning bets to break even at -105 odds.

The Sportsbook Loyalty Tax
One of the biggest challenges bettors face is the sportsbook loyalty tax. Sticking rigidly to one site out of
convenience, brand affinity, or past bonuses might cost you.

Sportsbooks want to keep you locked in. They will often adjust odds or offer promotions to bias players
toward their platform.

Failing to line shop means you accept less favorable prices regularly—this adds up.

Line shopping leverages market competition, forcing books to improve your price.

Just like regularly shopping for the best deals in retail saves money, consistently switching or shopping odds
prevents you from paying the loyalty tax.

Key Metrics to Track to Evaluate Your Line Shopping
To see if line shopping genuinely helps, you need to tape-record a set of key metrics. This is where odds tracking
and keeping a detailed bet log come in.

1. The Odds You Bet At vs. The Closing Line

Closing Line Value (CLV) measures if you beat the market consensus closing odds. Closing odds incorporate all
available info and sharp money, so getting better odds than the close is the gold standard of value.

Bet Your Bet Odds Closing Line Odds Line Difference Did You Beat Closing Line? Team A - Spread -110 -105 -5
No Team B + Moneyline +130 +125 +5 Yes

If your average difference is positive, line shopping is adding value.

2. Juice/Vig Paid Over Time

Keep a running tally of the total juice (vig) you pay. On a -110 bet, the juice is roughly 4.76%. For instance, risk
$110 to win $100 means $10 extra risked on a $100 win. This cost is your cut to the sportsbook, so minimizing it
improves your EV.

By tracking the vig, you’ll identify if you’re consistently paying more or less than necessary.



3. Bet Outcome and ROI

Track wins, losses, and net returns, but never in isolation. Return on investment (ROI) combined with CLV paints a
fuller picture.

If your win rate is high, but your ROI is low due to poor prices, line shopping might be the missing piece.

4. Time Between Opening and Your Placed Line

Odds move constantly. Logging when you place bets versus opening line times helps you spot if you’re chasing
lines (betting late at worse odds) or locking in early value.

Tools to Help You Track and Improve Your Line Shopping
Line shopping manually can be time-consuming, but technology is your friend.

Sportsbook apps with push notifications: Set alerts for price changes on your favorite bets. This eliminates
refresh fatigue and prompts you to act when better lines crop up.

Same-game parlay offers: Some sportsbooks offer tailored parlay boosts or reduced juice on single games
—these can add value when used prudently.

Odds Comparison Sites: Several websites consolidate odds, but reminder: always cross-check with your app
to place the actual bet.

How to Use Push Notifications Effectively

Rather than logging in repeatedly, customize alerts for your target bet types and paper your approach:

Activate notifications for narrow line differences, e.g., between -110 and -105.

Note which books trigger more favorable changes to hone your shopping habits.

Track if you’re picking up better odds consistently or letting them slip by.

Line Shopping Basics: Where to Start
If you’re new, this checklist will help:

1. Open accounts with at least 3-5 reputable sportsbooks.

2. Use an odds comparison tool or app to check lines quickly.

3. Log every bet in your bet log, including the sportsbook, odds, and risk amount.

4. Set notifications for your preferred bet types and teams.

5. Review your log weekly to analyze trends in CLV, vig paid, and ROI.

Common Pitfalls and How to Avoid Them
Ignoring the juice difference: Even a small difference from -110 to -105 isn’t just a rounding error—track
this carefully.

Betting too quickly without comparing: Take a moment to shop before committing.

Overemphasizing bonuses without reading rollover terms: Remember to do your homework to avoid
the loyalty tax in disguise.

Forgetting to update your bet log: Incomplete data makes trend analysis useless.



Wrapping It Up: Your Personalized Line Shopping Scorecard
Ultimately, tracking line shopping's success hinges on consistent, detailed data collection and review. Here’s what a
full line shopping scorecard should capture:

Date Sport/League Bet Type Book Odds Placed Closing Line Odds Risk Potential Win Outcome (W/L/Push) Juice
Paid Closing Line Value (CLV) 2024-06-01 NBA Spread Book A -110 -105 $110 $100 W 4.76% Negative (-5)

Review this monthly and iterate on your strategy. Over time, it becomes clear if line shopping is saving your
bankroll hundreds or even thousands of dollars.

Final Thought
Line shopping is a cornerstone skill for any serious sports bettor. But like any tool, its potential only surfaces when
you measure its impact accurately. Track odds, juice, and closing line value using a bet log and digital tools to
make data-driven decisions. The juice you save and the value you uncover may be the difference between a
winning betting season and just guessing against the house.

Now, answer this simple question before placing your next bet: At what price?


