Introduction

Getting hit by a distracted driver can feel like a punch to the gut. One moment you're cruising along, minding
your own business, and the next, bam! You're caught up in an auto accident that could change your life in an
instant. Distracted driving is one of the leading causes of car accidents today, often resulting in severe injuries or
worse. So what do you do if you find yourself in this unfortunate situation? In this comprehensive guide, we'll walk
you through the steps to take after being hit by a distracted driver, ensuring you're well-equipped to handle

everything from medical needs to legal ramifications. Buckle up; it's going to be quite a ride!

What To Do If You're Hit by a Distracted Driver

1. Ensure Your Safety First

When the free case review Atlanta personal injury dust settles after a car accident, safety should always be your

primary concern. Here's what you need to do:

® Check for Injuries: First things first—check yourself and your passengers for any injuries.
* Get Out of Harm’s Way: If you can move safely, exit the vehicle and get to a safe location away from traffic.

e Call Emergency Services: Dial 911 if there are any injuries or significant damage.

2. Assess the Situation

After ensuring safety, assess the situation around you.

2.1 Check on Others Involved

Look around and assess if everyone involved is okay or needs immediate assistance.

2.2 Take Note of Environmental Conditions

Is it raining? Is it dark? These factors can impact how the accident occurred and may play a role later on.

3. Gather Information

Information is critical after any auto accident.

3.1 Exchange Details with Other Drivers
You'll want to collect essential information such as:
®* Names
e Contact details

® |nsurance info

® License plate numbers

3.2 Document Everything

Take photos of:

® The scene

* Vehicle damage
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® Any visible injuries

4. Call Your Insurance Company

Once you've gathered all necessary information, contact your insurance company.

4.1 Report the Accident Promptly

Most insurance companies require prompt reporting of accidents for coverage considerations.

4.2 Be Honest but Cautious

Stick to the facts when talking with your insurance adjuster; avoid speculating about fault at this stage.

5. Seek Medical Attention Immediately

Even if you feel fine initially, some injuries may not become apparent until hours or days later.

5.1 Visit Urgent Care or Hospital

Don't delay seeking medical care; it's vital for both health reasons and legal documentation related to your car

accident claim.

6. Consult an Injury Lawyer

Navigating through legal waters can be tricky without professional help.

6.1 Why Hire an Auto Accident Lawyer?

An experienced auto accident lawyer can guide you through:

® Filing claims
* Negotiating settlements

® Understanding your rights

7. Understand Distracted Driving Laws

Knowing the laws surrounding distracted driving will empower you during discussions with law enforcement and

insurance companies.

7.1 What Constitutes Distracted Driving?

Distracted driving includes:

® Texting while driving
® Eating or drinking
® Using GPS devices

8. Collect Witness Statements
Eyewitness accounts can lend credibility to your version of events.

8.1 How to Approach Witnesses?

If there are witnesses at the scene:



® Politely ask them for their account.

e Collect their contact information for follow-up.

9. File a Police Report

A police report is crucial in establishing facts surrounding the incident.

9.1 Why Is It Important?

This document serves as official evidence and will be required by both insurance companies and potential legal

proceedings.

10. Monitor Your Health Post Accident

Injuries might manifest over time; keeping track is essential.

10.1 Follow Up with Medical Professionals

Stay in touch with healthcare providers for ongoing assessments and treatments related to any aches or pains

that arise after the initial evaluation.

FAQ Section
Q1: What should | do immediately after being hit by a distracted driver?

Ensure safety first, check for injuries, call emergency services, gather information from other drivers, document

everything.

Q2: How will my insurance handle this situation?

Contact them promptly while sticking to factual details—avoid discussing fault.
Q3: Should | seek legal advice even if I'm unsure about pursuing a claim?

Absolutely! An injury lawyer can provide clarity on whether pursuing legal action is beneficial based on your

specific circumstances.

Q4: Can I still file a claim if | wasn't wearing my seatbelt?

Yes, but it may affect compensation amounts depending on local laws regarding comparative negligence.
Q5: What if there's no police report filed? Can I still make a claim?

You can still pursue claims based on other evidence like eyewitness accounts or photos taken at the scene.
Q6: How long do | have to file a claim after an auto accident?

Statutes vary by state; generally speaking, it ranges from one to three years post-accident.

Conclusion

Being involved in an auto accident caused by a distracted driver is undoubtedly overwhelming—but knowing
exactly what steps to take can make all the Personal injury law firm difference in overcoming such adversity
smoothly and effectively. From ensuring immediate safety measures are implemented right through consulting
with an experienced car accident lawyer who specializes in injury cases—equipped with knowledge about relevant

laws—you're ensuring that you're not just another statistic but rather someone who stands up for their rights!
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So remember these steps next time you're navigating those bustling streets; preparation is key! Stay vigilant out

there because we all know distractions lurk around every corner!



