
If you own a home or manage a small office in California, at some point you run into the same problem: the Wi‑Fi
is spotty, the printer drops off the network, or the video calls freeze just when you need them most. Someone
suggests, “You should run real network cabling.” The next question usually follows: “Can my electrician just handle
that?”

On the surface, power wiring and low‑voltage network cabling look similar. They run through the same walls and
ceilings, and both involve pulling bundles of wire to boxes and panels. In practice, California treats them differently
from a licensing, safety, and code standpoint.

The short answer is that a licensed California electrician can install network cabling if they also hold the correct
low‑voltage license or work under someone who does. Whether they are the Cabling Services Provider California
right person for your job depends on what you want to accomplish, how complex the network is, and how critical
reliability is to you.

Let’s unpack what “cabling” actually covers, how California licensing works, what this means for your project, and
how to hire the right professional without overpaying or cutting corners.

What “cabling” actually means
People use “cable,” “wiring,” and “cabling” interchangeably, which creates confusion when you start asking
contractors for quotes.

Wiring typically refers to electrical conductors that carry power: 120‑volt and 240‑volt branch circuits, feeders, and
similar. In homes, that is usually NM‑B (Romex) or conduit with individual conductors. Electricians live in that world
every day.

Cabling, in the network and communications sense, is different. It usually means low‑voltage signal cables:
Ethernet, coax for TV and internet, fiber, phone, security, access control, and audio/video runs. The voltage is low,
but the performance requirements are strict. Bend the cable too tightly, untwist pairs too far, or run it next to the
wrong power circuit, and your gigabit link quietly drops to 100 Mbps or develops intermittent issues that are
difficult to trace.

So if you are wondering, “Is cabling the same as wiring?”, the practical answer is no. All cabling is wiring in a broad
sense, but not all wiring is cabling. The trades treat line‑voltage electrical and low‑voltage cabling as overlapping
but distinct specialties.

When you ask whether an electrician can install your network cabling, you are really asking three separate
questions:

1. Are they allowed to, under California law and licensing rules?

2. Do they know how to, without killing your network performance?

3. Are they the most cost‑effective choice for your specific project?

All three matter.
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California licenses: C‑10 vs C‑7 and friends
California does not rely on a single “electrician” license for every kind of wiring work. The state licensing board
breaks trade work into classifications. For our topic, the important ones are:

C‑10: Electrical contractor. This is the standard license for installing, altering, or repairing electrical wiring and
equipment for light, heat, and power.

C‑7: Low Voltage Systems contractor. This covers installation of systems under 91 volts, such as data, voice,
audio, video, and some control systems.

C‑15: Electrical signs, and a few other specialized categories, which matter less for typical home or office
network cabling.

Here is the key point: your typical “electrician” company is licensed as a C‑10 electrical contractor. Many also hold
a C‑7 low‑voltage license, but not all. The C‑7 is what explicitly covers network cabling, structured wiring, and
communications systems.

So, can a licensed California electrician install your network cabling? If they only hold a C‑10 license, they are
clearly authorized to do power wiring. For low‑voltage network cabling, state guidance has some gray areas, but
as a practical and compliant approach you want a contractor that either:

Holds a C‑7 low‑voltage license directly, or

Subcontracts the low‑voltage portion to a C‑7 contractor, or

Has staff working under a properly licensed low‑voltage contractor.



Contractors that focus on commercial spaces often manage this by having both licenses. On the residential side,
you see more split: some pure low‑voltage integrators, and some electrical contractors who “also do low‑voltage”
but without much depth.

When you interview contractors, you can and should ask specifically: “Do you hold a C‑7 low‑voltage license, or
who is responsible for the structured cabling portion of this work?” A serious professional will answer directly and
can give you their license numbers so you can look them up on the CSLB website.

What cabling actually does for you
Before you decide who should install it, it helps to clarify what cabling does and why it is worth paying attention
to.

Think of network cabling as the building’s nervous system. Wi‑Fi is convenient, but wired connections carry the
important signals that should not fail: backbones between networking gear, servers and NAS devices, wired
workstations, access points, security cameras, and sometimes smart home hubs.

At a basic level, cabling:

Carries data between devices at a specific rated speed and bandwidth.

Keeps external interference out, and keeps signals from interfering with each other.

Provides a predictable, low‑latency path so your network devices can perform as designed.

The three primary components of cabling for a typical small network are the horizontal runs (the cables from the
patch panel out to each room outlet), the terminations (jacks, patch panels, and connectors), and the pathway and
support (raceways, conduits, cable trays, and anchoring that keep those cables protected and code compliant).

If any one of these is poorly done, you can have all brand‑new Cat 6 cable in your walls and still suffer unusable
performance. That is why it matters whether the person pulling and terminating those cables understands both
building codes and network performance standards.

Types of network cabling you actually encounter
People ask, “What are the three types of cabling?” or “What are the 5 types of cable?” and get slightly different
answers depending on who they talk to. Both questions are reasonable; they just slice the world differently.

If you group cabling by the medium itself, you often hear three broad types:

1. Twisted pair copper, such as Cat 5e, Cat 6, and Cat 6A. This is what you see for standard Ethernet
terminations at wall jacks.

2. Coaxial cable, such as RG‑6, used by cable internet and TV providers, and some camera systems.

3. Fiber optic cable, which uses glass strands and light to carry data over long distances at very high speeds.

If you expand the view to “What are the 5 types of cable?” in a low‑voltage context, you might explicitly include:

Twisted pair Ethernet

Coaxial cable

Fiber optic

Speaker and audio cabling

Control and security cabling (alarm, thermostat, access control, low‑voltage lighting control)



For most homes and small offices, twisted pair Ethernet is the most common type of cabling used in networks.
When a homeowner says, “Run network cable to my office and living room,” they almost always mean Cat 6,
terminated on RJ‑45 jacks.

The best wire for home use right now, for most people, is Cat 6 for general Ethernet pulls. It supports gigabit
easily, can handle 2.5 Gbps and higher over reasonable distances with good installation practice, and costs only
slightly more than Cat 5e. If you anticipate very high speeds or long runs in a new build, Cat 6A can make sense,
but it is thicker, less flexible, and more expensive to install cleanly.

A good low‑voltage installer or electrician with networking experience will help you choose cable types based on
what you are doing over the next 10 to 15 years, not just what works for a single router today.

Is cabling difficult?
From a do‑it‑yourself standpoint, cabling is deceptively simple. On a basic level, you drill a few holes, pull in some
cable, crimp ends, and plug in devices.

The difficulty lies in doing it so that it:

Passes inspection and complies with code and fire ratings.

Supports the speeds it is rated for, validated with a proper tester.

Remains reliable for years, even as the building shifts slightly or new systems are added.

You have to think about bend radius, separation from power lines, electromagnetic interference, conduit fill,
plenum vs non‑plenum spaces, and patch panel management. Most of that is invisible at first, until something
fails.

For a single temporary run across a room, cabling is not difficult. For in‑wall, whole‑home or whole‑office
structured cabling, the bar is higher. At that point you want either a low‑voltage pro, or an electrical contractor
who does substantial low‑voltage work and treats it as more than an add‑on.

Do electricians install cable outlets and network jacks?
Many California electricians do install cable outlets, Ethernet jacks, and low‑voltage wall plates, especially in new
construction and remodels. They are already running conduit and boxes, so it seems efficient to have one crew pull
everything at once.

In my experience, the quality of that work varies widely. Typically you see three patterns:

1. The electrician’s company has a dedicated low‑voltage crew or division, with technicians who do nothing but
cabling, terminations, and low‑voltage systems. When that is the case, you usually get clean,
standards‑compliant network cabling.

2. The same crew that runs power wiring also “throws in a few Cat 6 runs” as a courtesy. The work can be okay if
they have some training, but terminations and testing often suffer.

3. The electrician prefers to bring in a low‑voltage contractor they trust. You manage one prime contractor, and
they manage the specialists behind the scenes.

When you ask, “Do electricians install cable outlets?” the realistic answer is yes, many do, but you have to probe
whether they treat it as a real part of their trade or as a side job.

If you need only a single coax or Ethernet jack in an existing room, a competent electrician who does this regularly
can be a very efficient choice, especially if they are already on site for power work. For a more complex network



with multiple drops, patch panels, and potentially fiber or PoE lighting, a dedicated low‑voltage professional is
often the safer bet.

How much does cabling cost?
Pricing for network cabling is one of the hardest things to generalize, because labor dominates the cost and labor
depends on the building. Still, rough ranges help with planning.

On a typical residential or small office job in California, assuming you are using Cat 6 and not dealing with historic
construction or major obstructions, the per‑drop cost often lands somewhere between 150 and 350 dollars per
location. A “drop” in this sense means one cable from your central location to a wall jack, terminated and tested.

For a simple house with open access and no fire stops to fight, prices can be lower. For concrete construction, tight
crawl spaces, fire‑rated walls that need careful sealing, or union labor in certain cities, numbers go higher.

Material costs themselves are usually the smallest part of the bill. Cabling cost breaks down into a few categories:

1. Cable and connectivity hardware: bulk Cat 6 or Cat 6A, keystone jacks, patch panels, patch cords, faceplates,
and mounting hardware.

2. Pathways and supports: conduit, surface raceways, back boxes, fire‑caulk, fasteners, and cable management
within racks or enclosures.

3. Labor: pulling cable, cutting and patching small wall openings if required, terminations, labeling, and testing.

4. Design and documentation: planning locations, mapping cable IDs, and creating as‑built drawings, especially
in commercial work.

An electrician who already understands your building may be able to reduce some of the exploratory time. A
low‑voltage specialist may be more efficient at the design and documentation side. When you ask, “How much
does cabling cost?”, the fairest answer is that the contractor’s experience with similar jobs can save you as much
money as their hourly rate might add.

Why contractor choice matters more than job title
On paper, the question is about a licensed California electrician. In practice, the question is about the individual
and the company behind them.

For structured cabling that will support your internet, phones, cameras, and internal data, you care about these
traits, regardless of whether they market themselves as an electrical contractor or a low‑voltage integrator:

Familiarity with TIA/EIA cabling standards and best practices.

Access to proper test equipment, not just a simple continuity tester.

A track record of similar projects, not “this is our first big data job.”

Here is a practical way to approach the decision.

1. For heavy remodels or new construction where you are already hiring an electrical contractor, ask whether
they hold a C‑7 license, have a low‑voltage division, or routinely partner with one. If yes, and they can show
you previous network jobs, they may be your most efficient choice.

2. For retrofit network‑only projects in existing buildings, especially offices with multiple drops per room, a
dedicated low‑voltage contractor often delivers better value and cleaner results.



3. For a couple of simple runs in a finished house, if your trusted electrician has done that kind of work
repeatedly and can explain their testing process, you are probably safe hiring them, provided licensing is
squared away.

If a contractor, of any type, waves away your questions about testing, labeling, or interference with a casual “we
have been doing this for years” and no specifics, take that as a warning sign.

Network cabling and service providers
Some of the questions people ask about cabling blend into questions about internet or TV service. “Who is the
cheapest cable provider?” comes up frequently during a cabling discussion, because nobody wants to pay more
per month than necessary.

From a cabling perspective, the provider matters less than it might seem. In most California markets, your options
for cable‑based internet and TV are limited to one or two major players plus a few fiber or fixed wireless
competitors. Pricing changes constantly, varies by promotion and bundling, and often depends on how persistent
you are with customer service.

What matters for your cabling project is that:

The cabling inside your building is robust and provider‑neutral. Ethernet runs from your demarcation or
modem point to your key rooms, and coax home‑runs to a central splitter if you still use cable TV.

The system is flexible enough that if you change providers in three years, you do not have to open walls again.

Whether your monthly bill is lowest with one name or another this quarter is largely a separate decision. A good
installer will build infrastructure that serves you regardless of who connects at the street.

The three scenarios where using an electrician works well
There are many edge cases, but based on real jobs, three scenarios tend to favor Method Technologies Cabling
Services Provider California hiring a California electrician for your network cabling:

1. You are already performing substantial electrical work and want to add a moderate amount of cabling at the
same time. Coordination, scheduling, and wall access are easier when one firm owns both scopes.

2. Your cabling needs are simple: perhaps one or two Ethernet runs and a coax outlet in a single room. The travel
and mobilization cost for a dedicated low‑voltage firm might dwarf the work.

3. Your electrician is also a low‑voltage contractor, or works daily with one, and can show you network projects
similar to yours with test reports or photos.

Where I have watched clients regret using their electrician for cabling is in complex audio‑video distribution,
full‑office networks with multiple switches and VLANs, and integrated security systems. In those cases, lack of
network‑specific experience shows up later, when troubleshooting takes far longer than it should.

A practical checklist for choosing the right pro
You do not need to become a network engineer or a code expert to hire wisely. You only need to ask a few
targeted questions and pay attention to the answers.

Here is a short checklist you can use when interviewing electricians or low‑voltage contractors for cabling work:
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1. Licensing: “What contractor licenses do you hold that cover this work? Can you give me the numbers so I can
verify them with the CSLB?”

2. Experience: “How many projects like mine have you done in the past year? Residential, small office, or larger
commercial?”

3. Testing: “How do you test cables when you are done, and do you provide any test results or documentation?”

4. Materials: “What type and brand of cable and jacks do you use, and what category rating do you recommend
for my needs?”

5. Warranty and support: “How long do you warranty your workmanship, and what does that cover if a jack or
run starts acting up later?”

If a contractor answers clearly, uses plain language, and does not become defensive, that is a strong sign. If they
dismiss the questions, change the subject, or give vague assurances, it is wise to keep looking.

When a specialist is worth the extra phone call
There is a temptation to simplify every building question to “Just have the electrician do it.” Sometimes that works.
Other times, low‑voltage and networking really do benefit from someone who thinks about signal integrity and
bandwidth all day.

Here are the situations where I would personally lean toward a dedicated low‑voltage or structured cabling firm
rather than a general electrical contractor, even in California where licensing can overlap:

You are planning a serious home office that must support high‑bandwidth remote work, video editing, or
development environments.

You want whole‑house Wi‑Fi with multiple ceiling‑mounted access points and roaming that behaves like a
small enterprise network.

You are installing IP cameras, intercoms, and access control along with standard data jacks.

Your building has long runs, multiple floors, or outbuildings where fiber backbones may make sense.

You care as much about labeling, documentation, and future scalability as you do about “getting some cables
in the wall.”

A good electrician may be involved in these projects for power, lighting, and sometimes for PoE infrastructure, but
the network design and cabling details tend to go better when someone with that specialty is driving the bus.

Bringing it back to the core question
So, can a licensed California electrician install your network cabling? Yes, often they can, provided their licensing,
experience, and equipment truly cover low‑voltage work. Whether they are the right choice depends on your
scope, their depth with networking, and how critical your applications are.

Cabling may look like a simple bundle of wires, but it quietly carries more and more of your home or office’s
day‑to‑day life: work, entertainment, security, and communication. Hiring a professional who treats that
responsibility with the same seriousness they bring to your electrical service panel is the best way to avoid slow
networks, hard‑to‑diagnose glitches, and expensive rework.

Ask about licenses. Ask what type of cabling they recommend and why. Ask how they test. A competent electrician
or low‑voltage contractor will welcome those questions, not resist them. That conversation tells you more about
whether they are the right fit than the label on their truck ever will.


