
As someone who’s spent nearly a decade blending home decor finesse with the nitty-gritty of mechanical systems
in renovation projects, I can attest to the fact that mini split placement isn’t just about squeezing an air handler
onto a convenient wall. It’s a real design decision that affects everything from your room’s aesthetics to the
technical integrity of the system itself. One popular technique that’s been gaining traction among DIYers and
professionals alike is using a cardboard template or cutout to test placement. Today, I’ll dive into whether this
trick truly delivers on its promise — especially in light of options from brands like Zone Air, MRCOOL, and Pioneer.

Why Mini Split Placement Matters More Than You Think
Before we unpack the cardboard template method, it's crucial to talk about why where you put your mini split
really counts.

Visual Sightlines: An air handler can be a big, boxy presence. Poor placement can obstruct artwork, disrupt a
gallery wall, or clash with the room’s flow.

Airflow Efficacy: Placing the handler too close to furniture or behind obstructions compromises performance.

Line Set Strategy and Leak Risks: The routing of refrigerant lines — especially the copper line set — affects
both aesthetics and long-term durability. Compressing or coiling line sets improperly can lead to leaks.

Mixing Air Handler Types: Companies like Zone Air provide options to mix different air handler styles on a
single condenser unit, allowing flexibility, but complicating placement decisions.

In older homes with plaster walls and original trim, these factors become even more pronounced. The last thing
you want is to install an awkward looking, or worse, a mobile aesthetic eyesore creeping from your beautiful
plasterwork or matching trim.

The Cardboard Cutout Trick Explained
The core idea is pretty straightforward: before drilling holes or mounting your mini split air handler, cut out a
cardboard replica that matches the exact dimensions of the unit (including depth and height). You then tape this
to the intended wall area and visually assess how it looks from multiple vantage points within the room—and
critically—how the sightline appears from other rooms or your patio.

This approach can be further enhanced by using templates or layout tools provided by manufacturers. For
example, the Zone Air Build Your Own tool lets you simulate different indoor air handler models and
configurations, so you can print or cut precise cardboard templates with correct proportions.

Benefits of Using Cardboard Templates

Visual Preview: Clarity on whether the air handler breaks up a gallery wall or obstructs sightlines.

Spatial Awareness: Understanding how much wall space the unit consumes and its impact on furniture
layout.

Patio Line Hide Testing: Since one of my pet peeves is ignoring how the line set looks from the outside,
cardboard cutouts can help mark where lines will exit, ensuring minimal visual disruption on your exterior walls
or patios.

Cost-Effective Trial: Cardboard is cheap and modifiable, allowing multiple mock-ups before committing.

Limitations and What It Doesn’t Solve



Depth Perception: Cardboard only shows physical dimensions, not how airflow or noise might impact the
room or adjacent spaces.

Technical Installation Details: It doesn’t address complexities like the refrigeration line set coiling patterns,
vacuuming protocol, or leak risk if line sets must be extended or routed awkwardly.

Electrical & Code Considerations: Templates can’t help with adherence to local electrical codes or the need
for a licensed HVAC technician for actual installation.

DIY vs Not-Really-DIY: Where Does Cardboard Fitting Fall?
The mini split market is flooded with products pitched as true DIY solutions—like MRCOOL’s line of pre-charged,
quick connect systems boasting “no vacuum pump needed.” These units dramatically reduce one of the trickier
aspects of installation: dealing with refrigerant and ensuring leak-free line sets. But that doesn’t mean you’re off
the hook on placement strategy or line set management, which is where cardboard testing can help.

At the other end, companies like Pioneer or Zone Air cater more to licensed HVAC technicians or savvy DIYers with
mixed skill sets. For these systems, the “Build Your Own” approach can be great for ensuring your air handler
placement matches the room’s decor and supports proper refrigerant line runs. But they absolutely still require
proper vacuuming, pressure testing, and code-compliant wiring.

So, the cardboard template is a tool primarily aimed at the “design and planning” phase—not the technical
installation itself. It bridges that gap between the “rough idea” and the “committing to a hole in the wall.”

Line Set Strategy: Why It’s More Than Just Hiding Copper Tubes
One of my biggest gripes when reviewing DIY mini split installs is how people gloss over line set management.
Line sets (the refrigerant copper tubing), in my opinion, deserve as much planning as the air handler placement
itself. Why?

Leak Risk: Improperly coiled or sharply bent line sets can create stress points leading to refrigerant leaks.

Visual Exposure: Long exposed runs can ruin your siding or plaster aesthetics.

Compliance: Local code often requires specific weatherproof line set materials and installation methods.

The quick connect fittings—found especially in MRCOOL systems—simplify connections, but don’t negate the
need for neat routing and coiling strategies. Using cardboard templates that mark line set exit points lets
knockoffdecor you plan how to discreetly route the lines—perhaps behind trim or within deleted plaster channels
—before actual installation.

Mixing Air Handler Types on One Condenser: What to Consider
Manufacturers like Zone Air have expanded modular mini split systems where you can mix and match indoor units
—wall-mounted, ducted, console, even ceiling cassettes—all connected to a single outdoor condenser. This is a
boon for designers, but requires careful placement planning to avoid visual discord.

Cardboard cutouts help visualize how these diverse handlers coordinate in your space. Seeing three different-sized
templates on adjacent walls can clarify if the configuration feels balanced or chaotic. It's also useful if you want to
maintain symmetry in sightlines, especially when you have rooms opening onto shared patios or balconies.

Practical Tips for Using Cardboard Cutouts in Mini Split Placement

https://knockoffdecor.com/diy-multi-zone-mini-split/


1. Accurate Measurements: Use manufacturer specs or tools like Zone Air’s template builder to get correct unit
dimensions for your cutout.

2. Include Depth & Projections: Don’t forget to mark how far the unit sticks from the wall; depth is critical for
furniture clearance and bump hazards.

3. Mark Line Set Paths: Draw on cutouts where copper lines and condensate drains will exit; simulate the lines
with string or painter’s tape.

4. Test Multiple Heights: Sometimes moving a unit up or down even a few inches can dramatically improve
sightlines.

5. Check From Outside: Walk the patio or street and see how placement impacts curb appeal or outdoor
aesthetics.

6. Consult an HVAC Pro: Even with perfect cardboard planning, installation requires licensed professionals for
safety, code compliance, and warranty.

Summary Table: Cardboard Template Pros & Cons for Mini Split
Placement
Aspect Benefits Limitations Visual Aesthetics Quick sightline test, gallery wall-friendly placement, visualizing depth
Doesn’t account for texture or finish blending Spatial Planning Helps identify clearance and furniture conflicts Not a
substitute for airflow modeling Line Set Visualization Shows line set exit points to aid neat routing Can’t simulate
internal bends or leak risk Installation Preparedness Prevents costly drilling mistakes Requires professional HVAC
installation regardless

Final Take: Does the Cardboard Cutout Trick Actually Help?
In my experience balancing aesthetics and technical considerations, the cardboard cutout method is a genuinely
helpful step for any homeowner or installer looking to place mini splits thoughtfully—especially in challenging
home environments with vintage plaster or original trim details. It’s not a magic bullet that solves all installation
challenges, but it can save cosmetic mistakes and help plan line set routing more intelligently.

For brands like MRCOOL, with their quick connect fittings and DIY-focus, cardboard planning is still necessary to
ensure you don’t end up with eyesore units or exposed messy lines. Meanwhile, those using more professional-
grade systems from Zone Air or Pioneer will benefit from combined use of build tools, cardboard templates, and
licensed installers to get a tailored outcome that respects both form and function.



So if you’re eyeing a mini split in your home, grab some cardboard, a tape measure, and consider printing
templates from your unit’s specs. Seeing that giant box taped to your wall first might just save you hours of regret
—and keep your sightlines clear and your walls beautiful.


