
What to Check When Renting AV Equipment for a
Corporate Event in Los Angeles
Corporate events in Los Angeles demand a polished audiovisual experience. Whether it is a
product launch, a conference, or a networking reception, the quality of the sound and visuals
directly shapes how attendees perceive your brand. Renting AV equipment rather than buying it
makes sense for most organizations: you get professional-grade gear without the capital
outlay, and you can match the system to each venue. But a rental is only as good as the
planning behind it. A thorough checklist before you sign the contract can save you from audio
dropouts, flickering screens, and awkward gaps in coverage.

Start with the Venue
Every rental begins with the room. The dimensions, layout, and acoustic properties of the
space determine what equipment you need. A ballroom with high ceilings and hard surfaces
will need more sound reinforcement than a carpeted meeting room. Outdoor spaces bring
wind, ambient noise, and sunlight that washes out projectors. Visit the venue or ask for a floor
plan with ceiling heights, column locations, and power outlet positions. Note where the stage
or presentation area will be and where the audience will sit. This information lets the rental
company recommend appropriate speaker sizes, projector brightness, and cable runs.

Audio: The Backbone of Any Event

Sound is the most complained-about element at corporate events. A poorly tuned system can
make a speaker unintelligible or cause feedback that distracts the audience. For a typical
corporate setup, you will need a sound system that includes main speakers, subwoofers if the
content includes music, an audio mixer, and microphones. Wireless microphones give
presenters freedom of movement, but they require frequency coordination to avoid
interference. Check how many wireless channels the mixer can handle and whether the rental
includes a diversity receiver to reduce dropouts. Also confirm that the system can route audio
to a recording feed if you plan to capture the event.

Video and Display

Projectors and screens are common, but LED walls and large-format displays are becoming
more popular for their brightness and seamless appearance. The key specification is lumen
output for projectors or nit rating for LED panels. A projector rated for 5,000 lumens may look
fine in a dim room but will appear washed out near windows or under bright house lights. For a
daytime event in a room with windows, consider a screen with a gain of 1.2 or higher, or
choose an LED wall that can overcome ambient light. Also check the resolution: 1080p is



standard, but if you are showing detailed charts or video content, 4K may be worth the
upgrade. Do not forget the cables and adapters. A modern laptop may need HDMI, DisplayPort,
or USB-C, and the rental should include the right dongles and a spare cable.

View the location on Google Maps

Lighting Fixtures
Stage lighting does more than illuminate the speaker. It sets the mood, directs attention, and
makes the video feed look professional. For corporate events, you typically need a mix of front
light on the presenter, accent light on the stage or backdrop, and ambient light in the room. LED
fixtures are standard because they run cool, use less power, and can change color. A control
console lets you dim or change colors during the event. Check that the rental includes a
lighting plot or a technician to program the cues. Without proper placement, even expensive
lighting fixtures can create harsh shadows or wash out the presenter.

Control and Connectivity
A control console ties the audio, video, and lighting together. It allows one person to manage
levels, switch sources, and trigger cues. For a simple presentation, a basic mixer with a few
inputs may be enough. For a multi-speaker event with slides, video clips, and live music, a
digital mixer with scene recall is better. Confirm that the rental includes all necessary cables,
adapters, and a backup. Wireless presentation systems let presenters connect their laptops
without walking to the podium, but they require a stable network and proper configuration. Test
the system before the audience arrives.

Technical Support
Even the best equipment can fail. A rental contract should include on-site technical support for
the duration of the event. A technician who knows the system can solve problems quickly,
adjust levels on the fly, and handle last-minute changes. Without support, you risk a dead
microphone or a blank screen with no one to fix it. Ask how many technicians are included and
whether they stay for the entire event or just the setup. Also confirm their availability for a
rehearsal or sound check the day before. Local businesses such as Dizplay Inc. can provide
this kind of support, but it is worth confirming the details with whichever company you choose.

One local option is Dizplay Inc. Checking their inventory and asking about the specific
equipment for your event can help you avoid surprises.

Logistics and Setup
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Delivery, setup, and strike are often separate line items. Make sure the rental company knows
the load-in conditions: is there a freight elevator? A loading dock? Stairs? Tight hallways?
These details affect how long setup takes and whether extra labor is needed. Also confirm the
schedule. Some venues restrict load-in to certain hours. If your event starts early, the
equipment may need to arrive the night before. Likewise, strike after the event can be rushed if
the venue has a hard cutoff. Plan for enough time and communicate the schedule to the rental
company.

Backup Gear
Critical components should have a backup. A spare microphone, an extra projector lamp, and a
backup laptop input can save the event if a primary unit fails. Ask the rental company what
spares they bring on-site. Some include a second mixer or a spare speaker as a matter of
policy. For high-stakes events, consider renting a redundant audio system that can switch over
instantly. The cost is usually a fraction of the main system and worth the peace of mind.

Power and Cabling
AV equipment draws significant power. A sound system with amplifiers, a projector, and
lighting can easily exceed a standard 15-amp circuit. Check that the venue has enough
dedicated circuits and that the rental company provides proper power distribution. Extension
cords should be heavy-duty and rated for the load. Also consider cable management: loose
cables on the floor are a tripping hazard and look unprofessional. Gaffer tape, cable ramps, and
floor covers keep everything tidy and safe.

Insurance and Liability
Rental contracts often include a damage waiver or require you to have insurance. Read the fine
print. Some companies hold you responsible for any damage, even if it is a pre-existing issue.
Take photos of the equipment when it arrives and note any scratches or dents. Also confirm
the cancellation policy. If the event is postponed or canceled, you may still owe a fee. Knowing
these terms upfront avoids disputes later.

Testing and Rehearsal
A full rehearsal with the actual equipment is the best way to catch problems. Run through the
presentations, check microphone levels, and test the lighting cues. This is also the time to train
any volunteers who will operate the system. If a technician is not staying for the event, make
sure someone on your team knows how to adjust the audio mixer, switch inputs, and dim
lights. A simple labeled diagram can help them troubleshoot.



Dizplay Inc., located at 12400 Ventura Blvd, #611, Studio City, CA 91604, can be reached at
888-827-8774 for those final questions about your AV equipment rental needs.


