Upgrading Home Security in an Older Property

Older homes have character, solid construction, and often a layout that newer houses lack. But
they also come with hardware that was never designed to stop a modern break-in. The locks on
a century-old front door may look ornate, but their internal mechanisms are usually simple,
worn, and easy to defeat. If you live in an older house, you do not have to replace the charm to
get real security. You can upgrade the locks in a way that respects the age of the property while
giving you peace of mind.

Residential locksmith services can help you choose and install the right hardware for an older
door without damaging the frame or the door itself. The key is understanding what type of lock
your door can accept, what level of security your neighborhood and lifestyle require, and how to
reinforce the whole assembly so the lock does the job it was designed for.

Assess what you have before you buy anything

Start by looking at the existing lock setup. Most older homes use a mortise lock, a rim lock, or
a simple bored cylindrical lock. A mortise lock sits inside a rectangular pocket cut into the
edge of the door. It is common in pre-1950s houses and often includes a deadbolt and a latch
in one unit. A rim lock mounts on the surface of the door, usually with a keyhole and a sliding
bolt. Bored cylindrical locks are the round knob sets that became popular in the mid-20th
century.

Each type has different upgrade paths. A mortise lock can be rebuilt with modern internals that
resist picking and bumping. A rim lock can be replaced with a surface-mounted deadbolt that
uses a high-security cylinder. A bored lock can often be swapped for a newer deadbolt
designed to fit the same hole. The important thing is to measure the backset (distance from
the edge of the door to the center of the keyhole or knob) and the thickness of the door before
you shop.

View the location on Google Maps

Watch for doors that have been painted multiple times. Paint can hide cracks, swelling, or
previous repairs that affect how a new lock fits. Sand or strip the edge of the door around the
lock area to get a clean look at the wood. If the wood is soft or split, a new lock may not hold

properly.

Choose the right grade of lock

Locks are graded by the American National Standards Institute (ANSI) on a scale of 1 to 3.
Grade 1 is the highest residential and light commercial grade. Grade 2 is standard residential.


https://www.google.com/maps/search/?api=1&query=Okey%20Locksmith

Grade 3 is builder-grade, the cheapest option and the easiest to break. For an older home, aim
for Grade 1 or at least Grade 2 on all exterior doors. The extra cost is small compared to the
cost of replacing a door or dealing with a break-in.



When you are looking for stronger locks for home doors, the grade number is the quickest way
to separate real security from decorative hardware. A Grade 1 deadbolt from a reputable brand



https://www.google.com/maps/place/?q=place_id:ChIJEQyqG58RsocRZ_cKQEuHemo

uses thicker steel, a reinforced bolt, and a cylinder that resists drilling and picking. It will also
survive years of weather and use without jamming.

Be aware that some decorative locks sold at home improvement stores are not graded at all.
They may look heavy and solid but use cheap internal parts that fail after a few months.
Always check the packaging for the ANSI grade. If it is not listed, assume it is Grade 3 or
worse.

Pick a cylinder that resists picking and bumping

Older locks typically use a pin-tumbler cylinder. These are vulnerable to lock bumping, a
technique where a special key is tapped into the keyway to bounce the pins into alignment.
Bumping can open many residential locks in seconds. To stop that, look for a cylinder that is
specifically designed to resist bumping and picking. Many high-security cylinders use an
additional sidebar or a set of telescoping pins that do not respond to bumping.

You can also choose a cylinder with restricted key control. That means the keyway is patented,
and only an authorized dealer can cut duplicate keys. This prevents a former tenant, a
contractor, or anyone who borrowed a key from making copies without your knowledge. For an
older home that has passed through several owners, rekeying all exterior locks to a restricted
system is a smart move.

Reinforce the strike plate and door frame

A strong lock is only as good as the frame it locks into. Many older homes have door frames
made of soft pine or even particle board under layers of paint. The strike plate is often held by
screws that are barely a half-inch long. A solid kick can split the frame and pop the lock open
even if the deadbolt itself is Grade 1.

Replace the standard strike plate with a heavy-duty version that uses screws long enough to
reach the wall stud behind the frame. Three-inch screws are common for this job. They anchor
the strike plate into the structural framing, not just the trim. This simple change turns a weak
point into a strong one.

Check the gap between the door and the frame. If it is more than an eighth of an inch, the bolt
may not engage fully. In that case, you might need to add a door jamb reinforcement kit or
adjust the hinges. A locksmith can shave or pack the hinge side to close the gap without
damaging the door.






Consider a multipoint locking system for main doors

A multipoint lock engages bolts at the top, bottom, and side of the door. Instead of a single
deadbolt, you get three or more locking points along the edge. This spreads the force of a kick
over the entire side of the door and makes it much harder to force open. Many older homes
have doors that are thick enough to accept a multipoint system, but the door itself must be in
good condition and the frame must be straight.

Multipoint locks are common on modern patio doors and entry doors in Europe. They are less
common on older American homes, but they can be retrofitted by a skilled locksmith. The
trade-off is cost and complexity. The lock mechanism is larger, installation takes longer, and
the hardware may require a new handle set. For a front door that is the main entry point, the
investment is usually worth it.

Upgrade without losing the historic look

One concern with older homes is keeping the original look. Mortise locks with crystal knobs
and brass escutcheons are part of the house's charm. You do not need to rip those out. A
residential locksmith can often rebuild the original mortise lock with modern internals. The old
faceplate and knobs stay, but the internal mechanism is swapped for a high-security version.
The result looks exactly the same but offers much better protection.

If the original lock is too worn to rebuild, look for reproduction hardware that matches the
period style. Many companies make new mortise locks that look like 1920s originals but use
modern cylinders and hardened steel bolts. You get the aesthetic you want and the security
you need.

Verify the lock is correctly installed

Even the best lock fails if it is installed poorly. The bolt must align exactly with the strike plate
hole. The cylinder must turn smoothly without binding. The screws must be tight. If the lock is
crooked or the holes are oversized, the mechanism can bind, wear out early, or fail to lock fully.

Test every exterior door after installation. Close the door and turn the key or thumb turn. The
bolt should extend fully into the strike plate without scraping. If it catches, the strike plate may
need to be adjusted. If the key is hard to turn, the cylinder may not be aligned. Small
adjustments at installation time prevent big headaches later.
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When to call a professional



Some upgrades are straightforward enough for a handy homeowner. Replacing a strike plate or
swapping a cylinder is often a DIY job. But working with an older door frame, a mortise lock, or
a multipoint system can require tools and experience you may not have. Forcing a new lock
into a door that is out of square or has hidden damage can ruin the door and waste the cost of
the lock.

Residential locksmith services are designed exactly for this situation. A locksmith can evaluate
the door, recommend the right lock, and install it so it works correctly for years. They also have
access to commercial-grade cylinders and restricted key systems that are not available at retail
stores. If you are looking for stronger locks for home doors and you want to be sure the job is
done right, a professional visit is money well spent.

Okey Locksmith, located at 3121 SW 29th St, Oklahoma City, OK 73119, USA, and reachable at
+1 405-703-8943, provides 24/7 mobile automotive, residential, commercial, access control,
and emergency locksmith services in Oklahoma City and nearby communities.

Okey Locksmith is also on Facebook.


https://www.facebook.com/OkeyLocksmith/

