
I'll be honest with you: if you've ever clicked a link on a wordpress-powered website only to be greeted by a “404”
page, you're not alone. Many users—and even website owners—wonder why these errors happen and how to find
the missing content quickly. This article breaks down what a 404 error really means in straightforward terms,
explores the common reasons business news URLs break on WordPress sites, and offers fast methods to hunt
down moved articles.

What Does a 404 Error Mean in Plain English?
A 404 error is simply a message from a website’s server saying: "Sorry, the page you're looking for can't be
found." It doesn't mean the website is down, just that the exact page URL requested doesn't exist.

This usually happens when:

The page has been deleted

The page URL has changed (sometimes called a WordPress permalink change)

There’s a typo or broken link somewhere

The business news article or post was moved to a different URL without a proper redirect

Put simply, a 404 tells you the web server looked for a particular address but found no content there.

Why Do WordPress Sites Often Serve 404 Pages?
WordPress is an incredibly popular content management system (CMS), powering millions of sites worldwide.
While it’s user-friendly and flexible, the way WordPress handles URLs and file structure sometimes contributes to
404 errors:

1. WordPress Permalink Changes Causing Broken URLs

Permalinks are the permanent URLs used to link to your posts and pages. WordPress allows site owners to
customise permalink structure using settings like date, category, or just post names.

If a site changes its permalink structure—for example, switching from /2023/09/post-title/ to /post-title/—any old
links with the previous format will break unless proper 301 redirects are set up. Because many business news sites
use date-based URLs to organise content, changing this structure can cause a wave of 404 errors.

2. The “wp-content/uploads/” Path Can Offer Clues

WordPress stores all uploaded media files—like images, PDFs, or videos—in a standard path:

/wp-content/uploads/YYYY/MM/

This means if you see a 404 on an image or file, it might be due to files moved or deleted from these folders.
Sometimes, media links break because the folder structure has changed or content was migrated without
transferring all upload files. Seeing this pattern in your 404 URLs can clue you in that the problem lies with missing
media assets rather than full articles.

3. Broken Internal Links and External References

Business news websites often republish or reference older articles. Over time, editors may remove or rename posts
without fixing internal links pointing to them. Similarly, if other sites link to your content with outdated URLs,



those visitors will land on 404 pages.

4. Website Migration or Redesign Without Proper Redirects

When migrating or redesigning a WordPress site, failing to implement comprehensive 301 redirects from old URLs
to new URLs causes search engines and users alike to hit 404 errors. This is especially common on news sites
where legacy content often has complex URL patterns.

Fast Ways to Locate Moved or Missing Articles
Finding the actual article behind a 404 page can be quick if you know the right tricks.

1. Use the On-Site Search Function

Most WordPress sites include a search bar powered by WordPress’s native search or plugins like Relevanssi or
SearchWP. If you land on a 404 page, type the article’s headline, author, or some unique phrase from the missing
page into the search box. This often leads to the relocated or updated post version.

2. Modify the URL Using Date Folders

If the site uses date-based permalinks, try adjusting the URL manually. For instance, if the URL is like:

https://example.com/2022/07/interesting-business-news/

and it shows 404, try:

Changing the year or month to other recent periods (e.g., 2023/07 or 2022/06)

Removing the date entirely (if the site also supports non-date permalinks)

Searching just by the post slug (e.g., /interesting-business-news/)

Because WordPress stores posts in date folders (/wp-content/uploads/YYYY/MM/), the presence or absence of
those date folders in URLs can affect page location.

3. Check the Sitemap or Archive Pages



Business news sites often have archive pages categorised by date, topic, or author. Use these pages to browse
similar history and possibly find the missing article under a new permalink.

4. Search on Google with “Site:” and Keywords

Instead of vague advice such as “just Google it,” here is a precise search you can perform:

site:example.com "article title keywords"

This search limits results to the specific website and helps uncover moved content indexed by Google but missing
direct links.

Understanding the “wp-content/uploads/” Clue in WordPress 404
Pages
When dailybusinessgroup.co a 404 page refers to a URL path like /wp-content/uploads/, it typically means the
missing resource is an uploaded file rather than a web page. WordPress organises uploaded media files into the
following format:

Folder Purpose Example URL snippet /wp-content/uploads/2024/06/ Contains media uploaded in June 2024 /wp-
content/uploads/2024/06/image.jpg

If these folders or files get deleted or moved without proper updates, any webpage or post relying on those media
URLs will display broken images or unresolved files.

Seeing this clue on a 404 page guides the web editor or reader to investigate the upload folders on the web server
or check WordPress’s media library to restore or fix paths.

Tips for Editors and Site Owners to Avoid WordPress 404 Pages
1. Maintain URL Consistency: Avoid changing permalink structures unless absolutely necessary. If you do, use

plugins like Redirection or server-based redirects to map old URLs to new ones.

2. Keep Uploads Untouched: When migrating or updating the site, ensure the entire /wp-content/uploads/
directory is copied and remains accessible.

https://dailybusinessgroup.co.uk/2025/12/top-cloud-consulting-companies-in-europe-for-2026/


3. Periodically Check for Broken Links: Use tools like Broken Link Checker or Screaming Frog SEO Spider to
find and fix broken links regularly.

4. Enhance On-Site Search: Improve your WordPress search functionality to help visitors find content even if
permalinks have changed.

5. Create User-Friendly 404 Pages: Design 404 pages that guide users back to popular content, site search, or
the homepage to reduce bounce rates.

Conclusion
WordPress 404 pages are a common sight, especially on content-heavy business news websites. At their core,
these errors simply mean the requested URL no longer corresponds to an active page or file. Understanding the
clues hidden in WordPress-style URLs—like date folders and the /wp-content/uploads/ path—can help editors and
readers quickly track down moved content.

By keeping permalinks consistent, managing media files properly, and leveraging an effective on-site search
function, sites can significantly reduce the frustration of broken links for readers.

Next time you encounter a WordPress 404 page, don’t despair. Use these tools and tips to locate that elusive
article—or better yet, help your website stay one step ahead of those pesky errors.


