Keeping spectators safe is a fundamental responsibility for any facility that uses public assembly seating. In
Putnam, Connecticut, that responsibility is guided by a combination of national best practices and state-specific
requirements. This article provides facility staff with a practical, professional roadmap to prepare for inspections,
maintain safe bleacher systems, and ensure compliance with the ICC-300 standard and the Connecticut State
Building Code.
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Bleacher safety begins long before the crowd arrives. It starts with a systematic approach to structural inspection,
routine maintenance, documentation, and staff preparedness. When those elements align, your facility can
confidently host mwbillingsinc.com gym equipment safety inspections events while meeting regulatory

expectations and reducing risk.
Understanding the Standards and Authorities

® |CC-300 Compliance: The International Code Council’s ICC-300 standard sets the benchmark for the design,
fabrication, installation, and inspection of bleachers, folding and telescopic seating, and grandstands. Your
bleacher safety program should be built around these requirements and referenced during every inspection

cycle.
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* Connecticut State Building Code: Connecticut adopts and amends model codes, including provisions for
public assembly seating. Local authorities having jurisdiction (AHJ) will use the state code in conjunction with

ICC-300 to evaluate installation, alterations, and ongoing safety.

* Manufacturer Specifications: Beyond codes, always adhere to the specific operational and maintenance
requirements for your bleacher model. This includes lockout points, operating limits, guardrail configurations,

and load capacity ratings.
Core Elements of a Bleacher Safety Program
1) Structural Inspection and Condition Assessment

* Framing and Connections: Inspect steel or aluminum members, welds, fasteners, and bolted connections for
corrosion, cracks, deformation, or loosening. Anchorage stability is critical—verify anchors, embeds, and base

plates are intact and secure to the supporting structure.

* Decking and Treads: Check for gaps, sharp edges, loose planks, warped panels, and missing hardware. Ensure

uniform riser heights and consistent tread depths.

® Guardrails and Infill: Confirm guardrail height, mid-rail or panel infill, and end closures meet ICC-300

compliance. Replace missing caps, bent rails, or damaged panels immediately.

* Movement and Alignment: For telescopic systems, test smooth extension and retraction. Look for racking,

uneven travel, or interference with obstructions and wall bumpers.
2) Load Capacity and Use

® Rating Verification: Locate the manufacturer’'s nameplate and rating for load capacity and ensure it is visible
and legible. Do not exceed posted limits; account for dynamic loads during events (e.g., spectators standing,

cheering, or moving in unison).

* Overloading Controls: Train staff to monitor crowd behavior, restrict access to closed sections, and manage

standing-room areas to prevent concentrated loads.
3) Fall Protection and Egress

® Guarding: Confirm compliant guardrails at the rear and open sides, toe boards where required, and closed

deck openings. Pay attention to elevated platforms and access points.

* Aisles and Handrails: Ensure clear, continuous aisles and sturdy handrails to reduce fall risk. Keep aisles free

of cords, equipment, and personal items.

® Egress Routes: Maintain unobstructed exits with proper illumination and signage. Verify aisle markings and

step edge contrast to assist visibility.
4) Anchorage Stability and Foundations

® Substrate and Support: Inspect concrete, wood, or slab-on-grade substrates for cracking, spalling, moisture

intrusion, or rot that may undermine anchorage stability.

* Anchoring Systems: Verify that anchors are the correct type and size for the substrate, properly torqued, and

free of corrosion. Document torque checks where manufacturer specifications require them.
5) ADA Accessibility and Inclusive Design

® Accessible Routes: Provide compliant accessible routes from parking or entries to the seating area and to

designated wheelchair spaces.

* Companion Seating: Ensure companion seating is adjacent to wheelchair spaces with comparable sightlines.



* Transfer and Handrails: Where transfer seats are provided, verify spacing, armrest presence, and handrails

meet applicable guidance.
6) Operational Safety for Telescopic Bleachers

® Authorized Operators Only: Restrict controls to trained staff. Keep operating keys secured and log each use.

® Clear Zones: Establish a no-entry zone during opening and closing. Check for obstructions under, behind,

and above the units.
® Locking Mechanisms: Engage all latches, locking pins, and row locks before occupancy; verify locks release
and reengage correctly during stowage.

7) Inspection Frequency and Triggers

® Routine Checks: Perform pre-event and post-event visual inspections to spot obvious hazards.

® Periodic Detailed Inspections: Conduct comprehensive structural inspection at least annually, or more often

for high-use facilities.

* Event-Driven Inspections: Reinspect after seismic events, significant impacts, modifications, or any reported

incident involving public assembly seating.
8) Inspection Documentation and Recordkeeping

® Checklists: Use standardized checklists aligned with ICC-300 compliance, manufacturer guidance, and the
Connecticut State Building Code. Include fields for anchorage stability checks, guardrail integrity, ADA

accessibility features, and load capacity plate verification.

* Findings and Corrective Actions: Record deficiencies, risk ratings, and corrective timelines. Track completion

with signatures from responsible staff.

® Inventory and Serial Numbers: Maintain an asset register with model numbers, serials, installation dates, and

warranty status.

® External Reports: Keep third-party engineer or manufacturer service reports on file for the AHJ. Organize

records by year and by unit to speed inspection readiness.
9) Training and Culture

¢ Staff Competency: Train custodial, operations, and athletics personnel on safe operation, fall protection

principles, load capacity limits, and hazard recognition.

® Emergency Preparedness: Coordinate with event management to address crowd control, evacuation, and first

aid readiness in proximity to the bleachers.

* Communication: Post safety signage and operational notices. Encourage immediate reporting of loose parts,

unusual noises, or wobble.
10) Maintenance and Repair Protocols
® Parts and Materials: Use OEM parts or engineer-approved equivalents. Maintain a small inventory of critical

fasteners, row locks, and rail components.

e Corrosion Control: Clean, dry, and treat metal surfaces as needed. For indoor pools or ice rinks, pay attention

to corrosive environments.

* \Verification After Repairs: Reinspect modified areas, update inspection documentation, and notify the AHJ

when repairs affect structural inspection scope.

Preparing for an AHJ or Third-Party Inspection



® Pre-Inspection Walkthrough: Use your latest checklist to confirm guardrails, anchorage stability, clear egress,

ADA accessibility, and posted load capacity are in order.

* Demonstrations: Be prepared to operate telescopic units, show lock engagement, and verify that public

assembly seating areas meet code-required dimensions.

* Documentation Packet: Present inspection documentation, maintenance logs, training records, and any

engineer letters certifying structural integrity or alterations.

® |ssue Resolution: If deficiencies are found, prioritize life-safety issues (e.g., missing rails or unstable
anchorage), implement interim controls (e.g., barricade affected sections), and set realistic correction

timelines.
Common Pitfalls to Avoid

® Missing or illegible load capacity labels

® Loose or corroded anchors compromising anchorage stability

® Gaps in guardrail infill leading to fall hazards

® |nadequate aisle handrails and step-edge marking

* Incomplete inspection documentation or expired third-party certifications

e OQverreliance on visual checks without periodic torque or fastener verification
Continuous Improvement

e Schedule annual reviews of your program against updated ICC-300 and the Connecticut State Building Code.
* Engage a qualified engineer for complex issues, structural inspection guidance, or after modifications.

e Solicit feedback from event staff and patrons to identify access or visibility issues, including ADA accessibility

concerns.
Frequently Asked Questions

Q1: How often should we conduct a comprehensive bleacher inspection? A1: Perform a detailed structural
inspection at least annually, plus pre-event and post-event checks. Inspect sooner after incidents, heavy use, or

any sign of damage.

Q2: Who is qualified to certify ICC-300 compliance in Connecticut? A2: The AHJ determines acceptance. Typically,
a design professional or qualified inspector familiar with ICC-300 and the Connecticut State Building Code should

review and document compliance, alongside manufacturer guidance.

Q3: What documents should we have on hand for an inspection? A3: Maintain checklists, corrective action logs,
training records, manufacturer manuals, load capacity labels/photos, anchorage torque records (if applicable),

and any third-party or engineer reports.

Q4: How do we manage ADA accessibility in older bleacher installations? A4: Provide gym bleacher preventative
maintenance putnam compliant accessible routes and wheelchair/companion seating where feasible, document
constraints, and coordinate with a design professional to plan upgrades aligned with code and operational

realities.

Q5: What immediate steps should we take if we find loose anchors or damaged rails? A5: gymnasium curtain
installers nearby mwbillingsinc.com Remove the affected public assembly seating from service, barricade it,
document the hazard, and initiate repairs using qualified personnel. Reinspect and update inspection

documentation before reopening.
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