Ceramic Tile Floors: A Smart Choice for Lasting
Beauty

When | first started working with tile, back in the early days of my career, ceramic was often
seen as the budget option. People chose it because it was cheap, not because they wanted it.
But over the years, that perception has shifted dramatically. Today, ceramic tile floors offer a
blend of durability, design flexibility, and affordability that makes them a strong contender for
almost any room in the house. | have installed them in kitchens, bathrooms, mudrooms, and
even living areas, and | have seen firsthand how they hold up to real life.

Understanding Ceramic Tile and Its Place in Your Home

Ceramic tile is made from natural clay that is shaped and then fired in a kiln. The result is a
dense, hard surface that resists moisture, stains, and scratches. One of the things | appreciate
most about ceramic is how well it handles the humidity and temperature swings we get here in
Pennsylvania. In West Chester, where Boyle's Floor & Window Designs has been serving
homeowners since 1951, people want flooring that can stand up to snowy boots in winter and
bare feet in summer. Ceramic delivers on both counts.

Ceramic tile floors are not just for bathrooms anymore. | have seen them used in open-concept

kitchens where they tie together the look of the home. They work well with underfloor heating,
which is a feature many homeowners in this region are adding to their remodels. The tile
conducts heat efficiently, so you get warm floors without the cold spots you might feel with
other materials.

Porcelain vs. Ceramic: Knowing the Difference

People often ask me whether they should choose porcelain tile or ceramic tile. The short
answer is that porcelain is a type of ceramic, but it is made from a finer clay and fired at higher
temperatures. This makes it denser and less porous. For most residential applications,
standard ceramic tile is perfectly adequate. But if you are tiling a high-traffic entryway or a
basement floor that might see moisture, porcelain is the better choice.
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| remember a job in a house near West Chester where the homeowner wanted a natural stone

look for her kitchen, but she was worried about maintenance. We installed a large-format
rectified tile in a matte finish. The rectified edges meant we could use thin-set mortar to get


https://boylesflooring.com/flooring/tile/

tight, even grout lines. The final result looked like quarried stone but required far less upkeep.
That is the kind of trade-off that makes tile selection so personal.

Glazed Ceramic vs. Through-Body Porcelain

Glazed ceramic is the most common type of ceramic tile. A layer of liquid glass is applied to
the surface before firing, which gives the tile its color and pattern. This glazed surface is what
makes the tile stain-resistant and easy to clean. But if the glaze gets chipped, the underlying
clay body is exposed, and that can be a problem in high-impact areas.

Through-body porcelain, on the other hand, has the color running all the way through the tile. If
it chips, the color stays consistent. That is why | often recommend through-body porcelain for
commercial spaces or homes with heavy foot traffic. For most residential uses, though, glazed
ceramic is a practical and cost-effective choice. Just check the PEI rating. A PEI rating of 3 or
higher is suitable for most residential floors. For kitchens and hallways, | look for PEI 4 or 5.

Installation: Where the Real Expertise Shows

| have seen beautiful tile ruined by poor installation. The most critical step is subfloor
preparation. If the subfloor is not flat and clean, the tile will crack or the grout will fail. | always
start by inspecting the floor for any dips or bumps. A self-leveling compound can fix minor
issues, but major problems need to be addressed before any tile goes down.

Thin-set mortar is the adhesive you will use. It comes in different formulations for different tile
sizes and types. For large-format tiles, you need a mortar that can support the weight without
slumping. A good tile saw, preferably a wet saw with a continuous rim blade, will give you clean
cuts. Tile spacers are essential for keeping consistent gaps between tiles. | prefer spacers that
snap off easily, leaving a clean line for the grout.

Grout is another area where homeowners sometimes cut corners. But grout is not just filler; it
seals the edges of the tile and prevents moisture from seeping underneath. For ceramic tile
floors in wet areas like showers or laundry rooms, | recommend an epoxy grout. It is more
expensive and harder to work with, but it will not stain or discolor over time. For dry areas, a
sanded cement grout works fine.
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Sealer and Maintenance

Glazed ceramic tile does not need a sealer because the glazed surface is already impervious.
But unglazed ceramic tile, including many natural stone tiles, does require a sealer to protect
against stains. | always tell homeowners to test a small piece of tile before sealing the whole



floor. Apply the sealer and let it dry, then check the appearance. Some sealers can darken the
tile or leave a residue.

Maintenance is simple: sweep or vacuum regularly to remove grit that can scratch the surface.
Mopping with a neutral pH cleaner is usually enough. Avoid abrasive cleaners or scrub pads
that can dull the glaze. With proper care, ceramic tile floors can last decades. | have seen
installations from the 1970s that still look good today.

Slip Resistance and Safety

Slip resistance is a big concern for many homeowners, especially those with children or elderly
family members. Glazed ceramic tiles can be slippery when wet, but there are options with a
textured surface that provide better traction. Look for tiles with a coefficient of friction (COF)
rating of 0.6 or higher for wet areas. Some manufacturers now make tiles with a matte or
textured finish that still look modern but offer slip resistance.

In a bathroom | did last year, the homeowner wanted a glossy white tile for the walls but a
matte floor tile for safety. We used a small-format matte ceramic tile with a PEI rating of 4 on
the floor. The result was both elegant and safe. It is a good example of how you can mix
finishes within the same room to get the best of both worlds.

Warranty and Long-Term Value

Most quality ceramic tiles come with a warranty from the manufacturer. The warranty typically
covers manufacturing defects like crazing (fine cracks in the glaze) or shade variation. But it
does not cover damage from improper installation or abuse. That is why it is worth hiring a
professional installer who knows how to handle tile properly. Boyle's Floor & Window Designs
offers a workmanship warranty on their installations, which gives homeowners peace of mind.
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| always advise clients to buy a few extra boxes of tile and store them in the garage or
basement. That way, if a tile gets cracked or chipped down the road, you have a matching
replacement. Tile dye lots can vary, and even the same product from a different batch might
not match perfectly. It is a small investment that can save a lot of frustration later.

Final Thoughts on Ceramic Tile Floors

Ceramic tile floors are a smart choice for anyone looking for a durable, attractive, and low-
maintenance flooring option. They work well in many different rooms and climates. Whether
you choose glazed ceramic, through-body porcelain, or natural stone, the key is to match the



material to the specific needs of your space. With proper installation and care, a tile floor can
last as long as the house itself. And that kind of longevity is hard to beat in any flooring
material.



