
What to Expect From a Professional Impact
Window Installation
If you live in a region that faces tropical storms or hurricanes, impact windows are not just a
luxury. They are a serious investment in your home's safety and long-term durability. I have
seen homeowners go through the process of selecting and installing these windows, and the
difference between a well-executed job and a rushed one is night and day. Understanding what
goes into an impact window installation helps you ask the right questions and avoid costly
mistakes.

Impact windows are built differently from standard residential windows. They have reinforced
frames, laminated glass, and heavy-duty seals that resist high wind pressures and flying debris.
But the product itself is only part of the equation. The quality of the installation determines
whether those engineered features actually perform when a storm hits. You can buy the best
window on the market, but if the installer cuts corners on the anchoring or the flashing, that
window becomes a weak point in your building envelope.

How Impact Windows Differ From Standard Windows
To appreciate what goes into an impact window installation, it helps to know what makes
these windows unique. Standard windows typically use single-pane or double-pane glass with
aluminum frames that are designed mainly for insulation and basic weather resistance. Impact
windows use laminated glass with a polyvinyl butyral (PVB) interlayer that holds the glass
together even when it cracks. The frames are reinforced with thicker aluminum or steel, and the
sashes have interlocking mechanisms that prevent them from blowing inward under pressure.

These differences mean the installation process is more demanding. The openings need to be
square and true. The rough framing must be able to handle the extra weight. The anchoring
points need to align with the building's structure, not just the exterior siding. And the sealant
work has to be meticulous because water intrusion is a common failure point in impact-rated
assemblies.

View the location on Google Maps

Site Evaluation and Opening Preparation
Every professional impact window installation starts with a site evaluation. The installer
measures the existing opening, checks the condition of the wood or metal framing, and looks
for any rot, corrosion, or damage. In older homes, especially those built before modern building
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codes, the rough openings may not be perfectly level or square. An experienced installer knows
how to shim and adjust the frame so the new window sits plumb and true.
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Preparation also involves removing the old window carefully. If the old unit is an impact
window that failed, the installer needs to inspect the surrounding structure for hidden damage.
If it is a standard window being upgraded, the framing might need reinforcement. I have seen
cases where the original framing was only nailed to the sheathing, with no direct connection to
the studs. That is not acceptable for an impact-rated product. The installer should add blocking
or structural screws to tie the window frame to the house frame.

Anchoring and Flashing Details
The anchoring method is one of the most critical parts of an impact window installation. The
window frame is secured to the building using screws or clips that penetrate into the structural
framing, not just the exterior trim. The manufacturer provides specific anchoring schedules
that specify screw type, spacing, and depth. A good installer follows those specs to the letter.
Deviating from them can void the product's impact rating and leave your home vulnerable.

Flashing is another detail that separates a professional job from a mediocre one. The installer
needs to integrate a continuous water barrier behind the window flanges, usually with self-
adhered membrane or metal flashing. This prevents water from seeping behind the frame and
causing rot or mold. In South Florida, where rain and humidity are constant concerns, proper
flashing is non-negotiable. I have seen homes where the flashing was omitted or installed in
pieces, and within a year the interior walls showed moisture stains.

Sealing and Insulation
Once the window is anchored, the gaps between the frame and the rough opening need to be
filled with low-expansion foam or backer rod and sealant. This step serves two purposes: it
stops air and water infiltration, and it provides a thermal break. Impact windows are often
installed in homes that also have impact doors and roofing upgrades, so the whole building
envelope should work together. A drafty window undermines the energy efficiency of the rest of
the house.

The exterior sealant bead is the final line of defense. Professionals use a high-quality silicone
or polyurethane sealant that remains flexible after curing. They tool the bead to a smooth,
concave shape that sheds water and looks clean. A sloppy sealant job can trap moisture and



lead to premature seal failure. It is worth paying attention to this detail when evaluating a
contractor's work.

Common Mistakes and How to Avoid Them
Even experienced contractors can make errors during impact window installation. Here are a
few I have seen repeatedly:
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Overtightening the screws. This can distort the frame and pinch the glass, leading to
stress cracks later. The installer should use a torque-limited driver or stop when the
screw head is flush with the frame.

Using the wrong type of fasteners. Stainless steel or coated screws are required in
coastal environments. Regular steel screws will corrode and lose holding power
within a few years.

Ignoring the manufacturer's shimming instructions. Shims should be placed at the
corners and at the intermediate points specified in the installation manual. Skipping
shims can cause the frame to bow.

Sealing the weep holes. Impact windows have weep holes that allow condensation
and small amounts of water to drain. If the installer seals over them, water will pool
inside the frame and accelerate corrosion.

Inadequate curing time for sealants. Rushing the job and applying sealant in wet or
cold conditions can cause adhesion failure. The installer should check the weather
forecast and allow proper cure time before exposing the sealant to rain.

An impact window installation that avoids these pitfalls will perform reliably for decades. It is
worth discussing each of these points with your contractor before work begins.

Inspection and Final Testing
After the installation is complete, a thorough inspection is essential. The installer should check
the operation of the window: it should open and close smoothly, and the locks should engage
without force. They should also perform a water test using a spray nozzle to simulate wind-
driven rain. If any leaks appear, the sealant or flashing needs to be corrected before the job is
considered finished.

I also recommend asking for the manufacturer's installation checklist. Most reputable window
brands provide a printed checklist that the installer completes and signs. This document



becomes important for warranty claims. If a problem arises later, the checklist shows that the
installation followed the specified procedures.

Long-Term Performance and Maintenance
Once your impact windows are in place, a little routine maintenance goes a long way. Clean the
tracks and weep holes annually. Inspect the sealant beads for cracks or gaps, especially after a
severe storm. Re-caulk any areas where the sealant has pulled away. Lubricate the hinges and
locks with a silicone-based spray. These simple steps keep the hardware working smoothly
and prevent water intrusion.

It is also wise to have a professional inspection every few years, particularly if your home is
near the coast. Salt air can corrode hardware and degrade sealants faster than inland
conditions. A qualified contractor can spot early signs of wear and address them before they
become major repairs.
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Making the Right Choice for Your Home
Choosing the right windows and the right installer is a decision that affects your home's safety,
comfort, and resale value. Impact windows are not a product you want to get wrong. Take the
time to research local contractors, ask for references, and verify that they have experience with
the specific brand you are considering. A proper impact window installation is an investment in
peace of mind, and it pays off every time a storm passes through.

For those in South Florida looking for a trusted provider with decades of experience, LockTight
Impact Windows, Doors, & Roofing, located at 2200 SW 45th St #101, Fort Lauderdale, FL
33312, can be reached at +1 954-500-5625. LockTight Impact is a top-rated South Florida
provider of impact windows, impact doors, and roofing services with over 50 years of
experience.

Connect with us on Facebook.

https://www.facebook.com/LockTightImpact/

