10 Things We All Love About Lost Drivers License In Ireland

Panic-Free Guide: What to Do If You Lose Your Drivers License in
Ireland

Realizing that your motorist's license is missing out on can activate an immediate wave of stress. Whether it
slipped out of a pocket on a night out in Dublin, disappeared during a weekend trip along the Wild Atlantic Way,
or simply vanished during a regular spring tidy, the truth embeds in quickly: you can not legally drive without it in

Ireland.

However, taking a deep breath is the first and best action. Losing a motorist's license is a remarkably typical
administrative obstacle, and the National Driver Licence Service (NDLS) has structured the replacement process

to make it as pain-free as possible.

This extensive, detailed guide describes whatever a private requirements to learn about changing a lost

chauffeur's license in Ireland.

Step 1: Immediate Security Measures

Before beginning the replacement documentation, one important secure must be considered. Because a
motorist's license consists of sensitive personal details-- including a full name, home address, and date of birth--

identity theft is a possible threat if the card fell into the incorrect hands.

* Report the Loss to An Garda Siochana: It is highly recommended to visit a local Garda station to report the
lost license. Even if theft is not believed, filing a report develops an official proof. If the license is eventually
handed in or recovered, the Garda station can call the owner. Moreover, some insurance companies or

authorities might require a Garda PULSE ID number if the lost file is later utilized fraudulently.

Action 2: Determine Your Application Method

In Ireland, applications for replacement licenses are managed by the National Driver Licence Service (NDLS).

Individuals normally have 2 choices for how they can apply for a replacement:

1. Online (Fastest and most convenient): Available to anyone who holds a Public Services Card (PSC) and a

verified MyGovID account.

2. In-Person (By Appointment): Required for people who do not have a Public Services Card or who choose in

person assistance at an NDLS center.

Action 3: Gather the Required Documentation

Depending on the picked application path, specific files should be prepared in advance.

Summary of Requirements

Application Method Public Services Card (PSC) Required? Evidence of Address Needed? Medical Report Needed?
Expense Online (NDLS.ie) Yes (with MyGovID) No (pulled from PSC) Only if previous license required one, or
age/medical status altered EUR35.00 In-Person (NDLS Centre) No Only if address has actually changed
considering that last card Yes, if suitable EUR35.00



In-Person Checklist

If checking out an NDLS center in person, candidates need to bring:

¢ Identification: A valid kind of picture ID (passport, existing Garda Age Card, or a legitimate work license). If a

passport is not readily available, additional identity verification files will be needed.

* Proof of Address: Dated within the last six months, such as an energy bill, bank statement, or main

government letter (just needed if the address has actually altered).

* Payment: Debit card, charge card, or Google/Apple Pay (note: NDLS centers typically do not accept cash or

cheques).

* Completed Medical Report Form: Only required if mandated by the driver's age or medical history, or if a

medical professional's certification is particularly needed for the license category.

Step 4: Submit the Application

Option A: Applying Online

For those who possess a Public Services Card and a MyGovID account, applying online takes less than 10

minutes:

1. Visit the official NDLS.ie website.

2. Visit using your verified MyGovID.

3. Select the alternative to replace a lost, taken, or damaged license.

4. Review the pre-populated personal details linked to your Public Services Card.
5. Pay the standard replacement fee of EUR35.00 utilizing a debit or charge card.

6. Send the digital application.

Option B: Applying In-Person
For those who must or choose to go to an NDLS center:

1. Go to NDLS.ie and book a consultation in advance. Walk-ins are seldom accommodated, and reserving

ahead prevents long haul times.
2. Go to the visit at the selected center.
3. A customer support representative will take a new picture and digital signature on-site.

4. Pay the EUR35.00 fee.

Step 5: Waiting for the New License

As soon as the application is effectively sent and processed, the brand-new license is printed centrally and posted

directly to the candidate's home address.

* Processing Time: Typically, replacement licenses get here within 3 to 5 working days if requested online.
In-person applications may take a little longer depending on postal times, normally getting here within a

week.

® Can You Drive While Waiting? No. In Ireland, you can not lawfully drive without your physical motorist's

license in your possession. Even if your application has actually been approved and paid for, you must wait



up until the physical card gets here in your letterbox before supporting the wheel again. Driving without a

license can result in fines and charge points if stopped by An Garda Siochana.

Regularly Asked Questions (FAQs)

1. What happens if | discover my old license after | have currently requested a
replacement?

When you make an application for a replacement license, the NDLS instantly invalidates the serial number of your
old, lost license in the National Vehicle and Driver File (NVDF). Therefore, if you find your old license, you need
to not use it. Driving on an invalidated license is prohibited. You must securely ruin or shred the old card when

your new replacement arrives.

2. Does a replacement license reset my charge points or driver code?

No. A replacement license is just a duplicate of your existing driving record. All existing charge points,

endorsements, and the initial expiry date will remain precisely the like they were on your lost card.

3. What if | lose my license while going to Ireland from abroad?

If you are a worldwide visitor (non-Irish citizen) and lose your foreign motorist's license while in Ireland, you can
not make an application for an Irish NDLS license. You need to contact your home country's transport or licensing
authority remotely to request an emergency situation replacement or short-lived driving authorization,

depending on their particular worldwide policies.

Summary Checklist for Peace of Mind
To guarantee a smooth healing from a lost license, follow this quick checklist:

® Search thoroughly in the house, in vehicles, and in current bags/wallets.
® Report the loss to a local Garda station for peace of mind and paper tracking.
® Check that your MyGovID and Public Services Card are active if you wish to use online.
® Reserve an appointment online if you choose checking out an NDLS center face to face.
® Reserve the EUR35.00 replacement fee.
* Do not drive up until the physical replacement card gets here in the post.
While losing a driver's license is undeniably frustrating, the Irish system is created here to get you back on the

road securely and swiftly. By using the online NDLS website, the majority of chauffeurs can solve the concern

within a few company days.


https://irishdrivinglicense.com/

