
Wave Outdoors Landscape + Design provides landscape design and construction in Mount Prospect. Use these
planning questions to prepare a project conversation.

Start with what you already have
Every front yard has constraints and assets. Before you sketch a single bed line, observe the site for one full
watering cycle and a windy day. Watch how water sheds off the roof, where puddles linger, which areas get
afternoon heat, and where foot traffic naturally forms. Most of the headaches in landscape maintenance come
from fighting these patterns.

Take stock of mature trees. A large maple might provide shade and curb appeal, yet it also drinks moisture and
drops leaves that smother low growers. Adjust plant selection to the microclimate under that canopy. In heavy
shade, skip grass, avoid thirsty annual flowers, and lean into evergreen ground covers or fine-textured
ornamental grasses suited to dappled light. If roots have heaved the old walk, plan a new paver walkway set on a
flexible base. Interlocking pavers handle freeze-thaw cycles better than cast-in-place concrete and can be lifted
for repairs without demolition.

Simplify the geometry, then find the rhythm
Inside those simple shapes, use rhythm to create interest without complexity. Layered planting techniques let you
repeat forms and colors in long sweeps instead of mixing fifteen species in a three-foot run. Larger drifts mean
fewer plant types to learn and fewer care variations. Repeat two structural shrubs, two grasses, and two
perennials that handle your climate. Resist the urge to tuck in random impulse buys. Every outlier adds different
watering and pruning needs.

Choose materials that wear well and ask little
If you prefer monolithic surfaces, a broom-finished concrete walkway with expansion joints is the most forgiving.
Consider decorative saw cuts aligned with architectural lines to manage cracking. Natural stone is gorgeous, but
choose flagstone with consistent thickness and set it on a concrete base if you want fewer trip edges and less
joint maintenance. If budget is tight, concrete pavers offer a solid middle ground between poured concrete and
stone, with the added benefit of permeable paver options that help with surface drainage and reduce icing.

Put irrigation on autopilot, the smart way
Watering is where low maintenance landscapes fail most often. Hand watering new plants for the first month
after landscape installation is essential, but day-to-day irrigation should not rely on memory. A well-designed
system saves labor and reduces plant stress. In front yards, a hybrid approach works best: drip irrigation for
planting beds and micro-sprays or rotors for any lawn area. Drip delivers water directly to roots, not to the
sidewalk. Paired with a smart controller and a rain sensor, you avoid the all-too-common sight of sprinklers
running during storms.

Pick plants that behave
Evergreen structure matters. Foundation shrubs that stay within reach of windows reduce pruning. Boxwood
alternatives like inkberry holly in colder regions or dwarf yaupon in the South keep a formal look without



constant shearing. For a looser style, skip the fast growers that need hacking,
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and choose compact forms of native shrubs. Ornamental grasses deliver movement and texture with little work.
In northern climates, cut them down in late winter. In milder zones, a hard trim in early spring keeps them fresh.
Perennials with long bloom windows, like catmint, coneflower, and salvia, reward with color while asking for one
or two deadhead sessions. Ground covers like creeping thyme, sedge, or pachysandra take the place of high-
maintenance lawn in tight strips along drives and walks.

Mulch once, maintain lightly
Two to three inches is enough. More mulch does not mean more benefits. Overmulching suffocates roots and
invites rot. Refresh with a light top-dress annually, not a full replacement. Before you add, clear windblown debris
and loosen any crust with a rake. A neat mulch edge around trees prevents mower damage and reduces
trimming, but skip mulch volcanoes at the trunk. Keep a three-inch clear ring to protect bark.

Make maintenance a five-minute habit
Low maintenance is earned by light, regular touch-ups. A weekly five-minute loop around the front yard pays off.
Look for weeds while they are small, check irrigation heads for clogs or misalignment, and sweep the walk. When
installing landscape lighting, choose fixtures with sealed lenses and replaceable LED lamps. You will spend more
upfront, but you avoid corroded sockets and brittle plastic stakes that fail after two winters.

Build for the way people move
Front yards are paths and pauses. If guests cut across the lawn to the driveway, give them a proper route. A short
paver walkway that links the main entry walk to the driveway keeps shoes clean and grass intact. Use gentle
curves and landing spaces so the walk feels natural, not forced. Where two paths meet, a small node with a stone
bench or a low garden wall gives the eye a rest and provides a practical perch while unlocking the door.

Visibility matters for safety and maintenance. Avoid tall, floppy plants along paths that need constant staking. Set
bed lines far enough from the pavement to keep growth off the walk through the season. Maintain sight lines to
the door and house numbers. A pair of low voltage lighting fixtures at key turns guides visitors without washing
light into bedrooms. The less trimming and staking you do along the path, the more the yard feels effortless.

Use lighting to reduce chores, not create them
Landscape lighting should be a set-and-forget feature. Choose powder-coated aluminum or brass fixtures with
replaceable LEDs. Integrated, non-serviceable fixtures are tidy until a driver fails and the entire unit becomes e-
waste. For a low-maintenance front yard, focus on three tasks: illuminate the main walkway, add a gentle wash to
the entry façade, and highlight one specimen plant or small water feature if you have it. Avoid uplighting under
messy trees that drop sap and debris on lenses all season.

Run wire in conduit where it crosses under walks or in planting areas that see seasonal digging. Use waterproof
connectors, not twist caps in a bag. Set the transformer on a timer or photocell and mount it where you can
access it without crawling behind shrubs. These small decisions reduce callbacks and weekend fiddling.

Limit features to the ones you will actually use
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It is tempting to add a fountain, a seat wall, a sculptural boulder, a second path, and a bed of roses. Resist. In
front yards, less is kinder to your schedule and your budget. Pick one feature to carry the scene. A compact stone
fountain close to the entry, a masonry mailbox with a planter niche, or a simple freestanding wall that screens
utilities while echoing the house materials. If you install a water feature, choose a pondless waterfall or a
bubbling rock with an accessible basin. They recirculate, collect less debris, and winterize easily compared to
ponds.

Choose a planting palette by exposure and roofline
Not all front yards get equal light. South and west faces bake. North remains cool. East is kind to most plants.
Match plant lists to those realities. Against hot masonry, use plants that handle reflected heat, such as rosemary
in warm zones, tough sedums, compact lavender, and drought-tolerant grasses. Under eaves, pick species that
accept dry shade. Consider the dripline from the roof. Beds under roof valleys need either a splash zone of stone
mulch or a discreet channel to move water into the bed without blasting plants.

Think like a builder, not a decorator
If you treat your front yard as a construction project rather than a decoration exercise, you will spend less time
fixing what you installed. True low maintenance starts with good bones: correct grades, stable base layers, neat
edges, and robust utilities. Whether you hire landscape contractors for full service landscaping or handle some
work yourself, insist on a written landscape plan. A simple scaled drawing with elevations, drainage notes, and a
plant schedule keeps crews aligned and helps you phase work if budget requires it.

Phased landscape project planning works well for many homeowners. Start with the big moves: driveway
redesign, primary walkway installation, and drainage solutions. Next, complete landscape walls or any retaining
wall installation. Then irrigate and light, and finally plant and mulch. Each phase should leave the property tidy
and functional. Avoid jumping straight to planting beds without addressing grading or hardscape construction.
Plants are patient, but they will not overcome a poor foundation.

Bring it back to your house and budget
Low maintenance should be tailored to the property and the people who live there. If you like a crisp, formal
look, you will edge more but prune less with the right shrub choices. If you want a softer, pollinator friendly
garden design, you will allow seed heads to stand and accept a wilder line at the bed edge in exchange for less
shearing. Either way, material and water decisions carry the most weight. Durable hardscapes, smart irrigation,
mulch applied correctly, and plants that behave in your climate deliver a front yard that looks good with little
effort.

If you plan to hire, look for local landscape contractors with a track record for balanced hardscape and softscape
design, and ask direct questions about base preparation, drainage, and irrigation zones. Whether you choose full
service landscaping or take a phased approach, insist on details in writing. A clean plan and careful construction
create a front yard that frees your weekends and still makes a strong first impression.

Proposal review
Read the proposal beside the project brief. Check which parts of the landscape are included and which choices
still need agreement. Ask how changes to one area affect adjacent surfaces, planting or access. Save each
clarification with the version of the proposal it changes so the next conversation uses the current scope.


