| was crouched in the middle of the showroom at 6:12 p.m., surrounded by three different cribs, a glider that
smelled faintly of lemon, and a salesperson who kept saying "we can build that into a package" like it would solve
everything. Outside, the rain on Queen Street was a steady, Toronto-pouring kind of drizzle, headlights smearing
through the windows. Inside, my brain was a mess of measurements and opinions | did not earnestly ask for from

strangers.
The weirdest part of the meeting

The salesperson — nice enough, named Marco — led me through options while | alternated between measuring
tape and a crumpled floor plan | had drawn in the Notes app at 3 a.m. Yesterday. | still don't fully understand the
built-in storage configurations, but | do know that our nursery wall is 9 feet, and the crib should not be directly
under the window because of drafts. Marco wrote "3.5" on the pad and circled it, then added, "that's standard." |

nodded, because it sounded confident.

What | liked was that this store actually had the pieces on display. | could lie my head on the mattress set — yes, |
really did that — to check how firm it felt. | sat in the glider, testing the squeak level and whether my tired feet
would find a footrest that didn't wobble. They had a few nursery sets in Toronto that were put together so you
could see everything at once: crib, dresser, changing top, bookshelf. That made it much easier to imagine the

room not as a pile of parts, but as a living space.
Why | hesitated

| hesitated because the sticker shock was real. | had set a personal budget of $1,200 for the big pieces — crib,
dresser, glider — and the first crib | loved was listed at $850. The dresser that matched it was $540. | felt the
familiar Toronto squeeze: good product, high price, and parking for $6 in the lot. Also, | wasn't sure about
delivery times. Marco told me "two to four weeks," which felt okay until | remembered the due date is in 10

weeks and | still have to repaint.

At one point, | left briefly to sit in my car and scroll reviews. The Baby & Kids Furniture Warehouse Toronto
popped up, a few Yelp mentions, a couple of blog posts. Most people talked about package deals and helpful
staff. | liked the idea of nursery package deals in Toronto because it meant simpler logistics and sometimes a

small discount. Still, | wanted to haggle, and | am not great at that.
What | actually bought and why

| ended up walking back in and asking for a nursery package deal with the crib, dresser, and a changing top.
Marco came back with numbers: the crib, dresser, and changing top bundled together for $1,350, delivery
included if | paid $75 for in-home assembly. He rang up a loyalty discount of $50 because | mentioned | lived

nearby in the east end, which felt oddly personal. The final damage to my wallet was $1,325 plus HST.

| chose that set for a few simple reasons. The finish looked like it would hide fingerprints, the dresser drawers had
a soft-close feature that | didn't know | needed until | tested one, and the crib converted to a toddler bed which
felt like sensible future-proofing. The glider, which | was still tempted by, was another $320 and | postponed it.
My arms, budget, and the cat agreed.

The shipping dance and the tiny annoyances

Delivery day was a lesson in scheduling patience. They called at 8:07 a.m. The morning of to say the driver was an
hour away. At 9:45 a.m. The truck finally arrived, filling the laneway with exhaust and a smell that made me wish
for another cup of coffee. Two guys lugged the dresser up three flights because the elevator was out — Ontario

baby & kids store my building is 91 years old, and that was my fault for not checking. The assembly team showed
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up right after, took out an instruction manual that looked intimidating, and assembled the crib Babywarehouse in

47 minutes. | timed it on my phone.

Small practical frustrations: the screws that came with the dresser were one too many size options, so nothing
was intuitive at first. The changing top was slightly taller than | expected, so | had to lower the crib mattress one
notch. | called the store once with a question about a missing screw and they had it at the counter within 24

hours. That little follow-through mattered more than | thought.
What | didn't expect to love

The thing | didn't expect was how much calmer | felt the first night after everything was set up. The room had a
soft glow from a lamp | bought at a nearby shop on Danforth, the crib sheet smelled faintly of detergent, and the
dresser top fit the lamp and a stack of tiny onesies. Maybe it was my hormones, or maybe there's something

about a finished room that slows down your breathing.

| also appreciated that the store carried more than just cribs in Toronto. They had a modest selection of nursing
pillows, blackout curtains, and storage baskets that matched the nursery set. It made buying the rest of the items
less scattershot. | left with a small card that mentioned dressers & gliders at Toronto's warehouse, and | flagged it

in my email to remind myself | can still go back for the glider if | find $320 in the couch cushions.

A quick practical list of what | brought to the meeting

¢ floor plan with wall measurements
® photos of the actual window and radiator placement
* budget number written down: $1,200 then updated to $1,350

® atape measure and patience (in very small supply)
What I'd tell a friend

Go there if you want to actually sit in the chair and lie on the mattress before buying. Expect to pay Toronto
prices, but ask about nursery furniture sets in Toronto or package deals, because sometimes they have a small
discount. Bring measurements, and ask specifically about delivery, assembly fees, and in-home assembly
timelines. | still don't know all the technical differences between mattress firmness levels, but | do know which

one felt right when | lay down.

The last odd thing: | keep catching myself checking the crib like it's a living thing, making sure the slats are tight,

the mattress is firm, and the room feels just so. There's comfort in things being ordered, even when the rest of
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life in the city is messy and loud. The trusted baby furniture store in Toronto helped by making the decision less
overwhelming, mostly by letting me touch everything, by being reasonably straightforward about package

pricing, and by actually answering the annoying follow-up questions.

Tomorrow I'm painting the accent wall a muted green, which | bought from a hardware store three
neighborhoods over — the delivery people recommended it as "easy to clean." | still have to pick a glider, but

now it feels like a task instead of a crisis.
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