
Asphalt Shingles vs Metal Roof: Which Is Right for
Your Home?
Choosing a roof for your home is one of the bigger decisions you will make as a homeowner. It
is not just about curb appeal, though that matters. The material you pick affects your energy
bills, your home's resale value, and how often you need to call a contractor. Two of the most
common options in residential roofing are asphalt shingles and metal roofing. Each has its
own set of strengths, and the right choice often comes down to where you live and what you
value most in a roof.

I have spent years working with both materials, and I have seen homeowners make the switch
from one to the other for reasons that range from sound levels to insurance discounts. The
debate over asphalt shingles vs metal roof is not new, but it is worth revisiting with a clear
head and a good look at the trade-offs.

What Are Asphalt Shingles?
Asphalt shingles, sometimes called composition shingles, are made from a fiberglass or
organic mat that is saturated with asphalt and then coated with ceramic granules. They are
flexible, lightweight, and relatively easy to install. They have been a staple in American roofing
for decades because they offer decent durability at a moderate price point. Within the category
of asphalt shingles, you will find a few different types.

Three-Tab Shingles

These are the standard, budget-friendly option. Three-tab shingles are uniform strips with
cutouts that create the appearance of individual shingles once installed. They are common in
many neighborhoods because they work well on roofs with moderate slopes and do not require
a lot of specialized labor. If you are looking for a basic roof that gets the job done without frills,
three-tab shingles are a practical choice.

Architectural Shingles

Architectural shingles step things up in terms of thickness and dimensional variation. They are
designed to mimic the look of natural wood shakes or slate. The extra weight and texture give
them a more upscale appearance, and they also tend to last longer than three-tab shingles
because the material is denser. For homeowners who want a roof that looks more custom
without moving to metal or tile, architectural shingles hit a sweet spot.

Impact-Resistant Shingles



These are the heavy hitters in the asphalt shingle family. Impact-resistant shingles are
reinforced to handle hail, falling branches, and other debris. In places like Austin Texas, where
severe thunderstorms and hail events are a real concern, impact-resistant shingles are a smart
upgrade. They cost more than three-tab shingles, but they can save you money on repairs down
the line.

What About Metal Roofs?
Metal roofing covers a range of materials, from steel to aluminum to copper. For most
residential applications, you are looking at standing-seam steel panels or corrugated metal.
Metal roofs are known for their longevity. A well-installed metal roof can last 40 to 60 years,
which is two to three times longer than most asphalt shingle roofs. They also reflect solar heat,
which helps keep the attic cooler in hot climates.

But metal roofs are not without their downsides. They are louder during rain and hail, they can
dent, and they require a skilled installer. The upfront cost is also higher. In many cases, a metal
roof installation will run you significantly more than an asphalt shingle installation, especially if
you are working with a complex roof design.

Comparing the Key Factors
When you sit down to weigh asphalt shingles vs metal roof, there are several factors to
consider. Roof longevity is probably the first thing people think about. Asphalt shingles
typically last between 20 and 30 years, depending on the quality of the shingle and the local
climate. Metal roofs last longer, often 40 years or more, but they may need repainting or seam
resealing over time.

Roof durability is another major point. Asphalt shingles are tough against wind and moderate
impact, but they can be torn off by hurricane-force gusts if not installed with proper fasteners.
Metal roofs handle wind very well because of the way the panels interlock. However, metal can
dent from large hail, while impact-resistant shingles are specifically designed to absorb that
kind of punishment.

Fire rating matters a lot in areas prone to wildfires. Asphalt shingles generally carry a Class A
fire rating, which is the best available. Metal roofs are non-combustible, so they have an edge
there. Both materials are good choices from a fire safety standpoint, but metal has a slight
advantage in extreme fire zones.

Wind resistance is a growing concern for many homeowners. Asphalt shingles, especially
impact-resistant and architectural grades, can be rated for winds up to 130 miles per hour or
more when installed with ring-shank nails. Metal roofs, because of their continuous

https://austinroofingcompany.com/roof-types/asphalt-shingles-roof


interlocking seams, are even more resistant. If you live in a tornado-prone area, metal may be
the safer bet.

Climate Suitability and Local Considerations
Where you live plays a huge role in this decision. In Austin Texas, the climate is hot and humid
for much of the year, with occasional hailstorms and heavy rain. Asphalt shingles handle the
heat reasonably well, but dark-colored shingles can absorb a lot of solar energy, which pushes
cooling costs up. Lighter-colored shingles help, but they are not as reflective as metal.

Metal roofs, particularly those with cool-roof coatings, reflect more sunlight and can lower attic
temperatures by 10 to 15 degrees. That translates into real savings on air conditioning. On the
other hand, metal expands and contracts with temperature changes, which can stress
fasteners and flashings over time. Proper installation with allowance for thermal movement is
critical.

For a company like Austin Roofing Company, which installs asphalt shingle roofs and
compares the cost of three-tab, architectural, and impact-resistant shingles, the local climate is
always part of the conversation. Most of the homes in the area use asphalt shingles because
they are affordable and perform well enough for the typical weather patterns. But I have also
seen a growing interest in metal roofs among homeowners who plan to stay in their homes for
decades and want a roof that will outlast their mortgage.

Cost Comparison and Long-Term Value
A roofing cost comparison between asphalt shingles and metal roofs reveals a clear split.
Asphalt shingles are cheaper upfront. A three-tab shingle roof might cost you half as much as
a standing-seam metal roof. Architectural and impact-resistant shingles cost more than three-
tab but still less than metal in most cases. If you are on a tight budget or plan to sell the house
within ten years, asphalt shingles make more sense.

But if you look at the total cost of ownership over 40 years, the picture shifts. A metal roof may
cost more to install, but it will not need replacement during that time. An asphalt shingle roof
will likely need to be replaced once, maybe twice, over the same period. When you factor in the
cost of tear-off and disposal, the lifetime cost of the two materials can end up being
surprisingly close. It really depends on the specific metal roof product, the quality of the
asphalt shingles, and the local labor rates.

Maintenance and Repairs
Roof maintenance is another area where these materials diverge. Asphalt shingles require
relatively little maintenance. You should inspect them after major storms and replace any that



are cracked or missing. A few loose shingles can be replaced individually without calling in a
crew. Metal roofs need less frequent maintenance, but when something goes wrong, it can be
more complicated. A dented panel might be cosmetic, but a leak at a seam often requires a
professional to re-seal the joint. Also, metal roofs near the coast are prone to corrosion if the
finish is scratched, so they need periodic inspections for exposed steel.

Roof warranties also differ. Asphalt shingle manufacturers typically offer 25-year to 50-year
prorated warranties, but the coverage decreases over time. Metal roof warranties are often for
20 to 30 years on the finish and longer on the structural integrity. It pays to read the fine print
on any roofing warranty because the exclusions can be significant.

Aesthetics and Curb Appeal
Roof aesthetics are subjective, but there are trends. Asphalt shingles come in a wide range of
colors and styles. Architectural shingles can give a home a handcrafted look that is hard to
beat with metal. Many people associate metal roofs with barns or modern minimalist
architecture, but there are metal panels designed to mimic the look of shingles or tiles. If you
want a traditional look for a colonial or craftsman home, asphalt shingles are usually the better
match. For a contemporary or industrial-style home, metal looks right at home.

I have worked on homes where the owner chose architectural shingles specifically because
they wanted the deep shadow lines and varied thickness that you cannot get with metal. On the
other hand, I have also seen homeowners replace a worn-out asphalt roof with standing-seam
metal and completely transform the character of their house. It is a personal choice, but it is
worth driving around your neighborhood to see what other homes with similar architecture are
using.

Final Thoughts on the Decision
There is no single right answer when it comes to asphalt shingles vs metal roof. The best
choice depends on your budget, your climate, your aesthetic preferences, and how long you
plan to stay in the home. If you value a lower upfront cost and a traditional look, asphalt
shingles are a proven option. If you want a roof that will last for decades and you are willing to
pay more for it, metal is worth the investment.

I always tell homeowners to get a few quotes from local contractors and ask them about their
experience with both materials. A good roofer will be honest about which option suits your
specific situation. In the end, the right roof is the one that protects your home and fits your life.
Asphalt shingles and metal roofs both do that well, but they do it in different ways.
Understanding those differences is the first step toward making a decision you will be happy
with for years to come.


