
When it comes to implementing predictive maintenance solutions using machine learning on Snowflake,
picking databricks elite partner the right partner in 2026 is critical. The market is flooded with vendors boasting AI
readiness and cloud expertise, but how do you sift through the buzzwords and find a partner with real, hands-on
experience? In this post, we'll break down tangible vendor criteria, including partner tiers, SnowPro certification
counts, security and compliance readiness, and specific expertise around Snowflake’s newest capabilities like
Snowpark and Snowpark ML. We'll also spotlight three credible companies — STX Next, NTT DATA, and
Cognizant — who demonstrate proven value in predictive maintenance projects.

Why Predictive Maintenance Demands Specialized Partners
Predictive maintenance leverages sensor data, historical failure patterns, and real-time analytics to forecast when
equipment will need servicing, minimizing downtime and operational costs. This requires:

Robust data engineering pipelines to ingest and prepare diverse IoT data

Advanced machine learning models tailored to industrial environments

High data security and compliance, often across global operations

Efficient cloud platform utilization for scalability and cost control

Simplifying complex maintenance data into actionable alerts takes more than generic AI tools. You need partners
who understand the specifics of both Snowflake and predictive maintenance workflows.

How to Select Snowflake Partners for 2026
Choosing a vendor for Snowflake-based predictive maintenance is not just about slick demos or catchy "AI-ready"
marketing slogans. Here’s what to verify upfront:

1. Vendor Ranking and Clutch/G2 Reviews

This reminds me of something that happened wished they had known this beforehand.. Don’t just accept vendors’
claims at face value. Check independent platforms like Clutch and G2 for client feedback and project examples.
Verified reviews will reveal if those predictive maintenance projects truly delivered value.

https://www.devopsschool.com/blog/leading-snowflake-implementation-providers-8-firms-ranked-for-2026/


Want to know something interesting? look for:

Real case studies featuring predictive maintenance in manufacturing, energy, or transportation

High ratings specifically mentioning Snowflake and machine learning competence

2. Snowflake Partner Tier and SnowPro Certifications

Snowflake’s partner ecosystem includes tiers (Registered, Select, Premier, and Elite) based on proven expertise and
customer success.

Verify that your candidate partner is at least a Premier Partner and check their count of SnowPro certifications—
these credentials show individual engineers' technical mastery of Snowflake. A strong predictive maintenance
partner will also have SnowPro Advanced certifications in data engineering or data science areas, emphasizing their
capacity to construct complex pipelines and ML workflows on Snowflake.

3. Security and Compliance Readiness



Industrial IoT and asset data are often sensitive, falling under regulations like GDPR, HIPAA, or industry-specific
standards. Vendors should demonstrate:

Use of Snowflake’s built-in security features like end-to-end encryption, role-based access control, and data
masking

Integration with compliance frameworks (SOC 2, ISO 27001, etc.)

Experience embedding security into predictive maintenance data pipelines from Day 1

4. AI Enablement Using Snowpark and Cortex

Snowflake’s Snowpark lets you run custom code—including Python, Java, and Scala—directly where the data
lives, reducing data movement and latency. Its extension, Snowpark ML, accelerates ML model development and
deployment inside Snowflake.

Look for partners who:

Build data engineering workflows natively via Snowpark to prepare and transform asset data

Leverage Snowpark ML to train, validate, and operationalize predictive maintenance models inside the
Snowflake platform

Have demonstrable projects deploying Cortex (Snowflake’s AI governance and data observability layer) to
ensure model explainability and compliance

Spotlight on Experienced Snowflake Partners for Predictive
Maintenance
Company Snowflake Partner Tier SnowPro Certifications Predictive Maintenance Expertise Use of Snowpark &
Snowpark ML Security & Compliance How They Stand Out STX Next Premier 30+ Engineers Certified Industrial
Manufacturing, Energy Extensive use in ML pipeline and real-time monitoring GDPR, ISO 27001 aligned data
handling Strong Python expertise leveraged on Snowpark for custom ML models NTT DATA Elite 60+ Engineers
Certified Transportation fleets, Utilities Embedding Cortex & advanced ML workflows SOC 2 compliant projects
with data masking Large-scale deployments showing cost-effective predictive maintenance ROI Cognizant Premier
50+ Engineers Certified Oil & Gas, Manufacturing Data engineering & ML experimentation using Snowpark ML
HIPAA and industry-specific compliance Combines consulting with strong Snowflake AI tooling integration

STX Next: Leveraging Python Expertise for Snowpark ML

STX Next has evolved from pure software development to a specialized Snowflake partner with a strong emphasis
on predictive maintenance software. Their Python roots are a perfect fit for Snowpark’s Python runtime, enabling
quick experimentation with ML models on operational data. Clients in manufacturing and energy have benefited
from their agile delivery that layers in governance early.

NTT DATA: Elite Partner with Cortex Experience

NTT DATA stands out by integrating Cortex alongside Snowpark, helping clients govern AI models and
continuously monitor predictive accuracy. Their work with global utility companies shows they can manage
compliance without sacrificing speed, especially with fleets of IoT devices and sensor telemetry to process.

Cognizant: Deep Industry and AI Tooling Integration



Cognizant remains a top contender by pairing predictive maintenance domain knowledge in oil & gas with
Snowpark ML-powered data engineering. Their methodologies emphasize securing sensitive operational data and
scaling ML workflows securely across multiple jurisdictions, aligning with HIPAA and other industry rules.

Closing Thoughts: Avoiding Common Pitfalls
To finish on a pragmatic note, beware of vendors who:

Overpromise “AI-ready” without detailing Snowpark or Cortex specifics

Delay compliance and security validation until project end phases

Present vague project scopes with no clear predictive maintenance KPIs

Cannot demonstrate SnowPro-certified practitioners with predictive maintenance references

Successful Snowflake predictive maintenance deployments require partners grounded in both the technical
platform and the operational realities of maintenance workflows. Always validate claims through independent
reviews, verify partner tiers and certifications, and insist on early security compliance integration. STX Next, NTT
DATA, and Cognizant are three firms that consistently meet these critical criteria in 2026.

For DevOps School readers considering a Snowflake partner for predictive maintenance, this structured evaluation
and shortlist should serve as a valuable guide to avoid hype and focus on what delivers true business value.


