What to Look For When Choosing Your First Tarot
Deck

Starting Your Tarot Journey

Buying your first tarot deck is an exciting step, but the sheer number of options can feel
overwhelming. With so many styles, themes, and interpretations available, it helps to have a
clear sense of what matters most for a beginner. This guide walks you through the key points
to consider so you can pick a deck that feels right for your practice.

Art Style and Personal Connection

The imagery on tarot cards is not just decoration. Each card tells a story, and the artwork
shapes how you interpret its meaning. When you look through a deck, pay attention to how the
images make you feel. Do they spark curiosity? Do the scenes feel clear or confusing? A deck
with art that resonates with you will be easier to learn from and more enjoyable to use.
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c8nDLn15oOg
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c8nDLn15oOg

Some decks use traditional Rider-Waite-Smith imagery, while others draw from diverse cultural,
historical, or fantasy themes. There is no wrong choice, but as a beginner, you may find it
easier to start with a deck whose symbolism is widely documented. That way, when you read
guidebooks or look up card meanings at a resource like tarotfans.com, the illustrations will

match the explanations you find.

Deck Size and Card Stock

Tarot decks vary in physical size. Standard decks measure about 2.75 by 4.75 inches, but
some are larger or smaller. Consider how the cards feel in your hands. If you have small hands
or plan to travel with your deck, a compact size might suit you better. Larger cards can show
more detail in the artwork, but they may be harder to shuffle.

The card stock matters too. Thicker cards are durable and less likely to bend, but they can be
stiff and difficult to shuffle right away. Thinner cards are flexible and easy to handle, but they
may show wear sooner. If possible, handle a deck before buying, or read reviews that describe
the card quality. Many online shops list the card weight and finish, so check those details.

Guidebook Quality

Most tarot decks come with a small guidebook that explains each card's meaning. For a
beginner, a good guidebook is invaluable. Look for one that offers clear, concise meanings for
every card, including the reversed (upside-down) interpretations if you plan to read reversals.
Some guidebooks also include sample spreads or tips on how to ask questions of the cards.


https://tarotfans.com/

The quality of guidebooks varies widely. Some are thin booklets with only a sentence per card,
while others are full-color books with detailed essays. If the deck you like has a sparse
guidebook, you can always supplement your learning with online resources. But having a solid
guidebook in the box makes the first weeks of practice much smoother.

Deck Theme and Symbolism

Tarot decks are built around a core structure: 22 Major Arcana cards and 56 Minor Arcana
cards, divided into four suits. Many decks stick closely to the traditional Rider-Waite-Smith
system, which is the most common starting point for learners. Others reinterpret the suits or
rename the Major Arcana cards entirely.

If you choose a heavily themed deck - for example, one based on cats, flowers, or a particular
mythology - make sure the underlying symbolism still connects to the traditional meanings. A
thematic deck can be wonderful, but if the imagery drifts too far from standard interpretations,
you may have trouble finding learning materials that match. A deck that follows the classic
structure will let you use most beginner guides and online resources, including the card
meanings and deck reviews on tarotfans.com.
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Where to Buy and What to Expect

New tarot decks are widely available at bookstores, metaphysical shops, and online
marketplaces. Prices range from budget-friendly to premium, but a higher price does not
always mean a better learning experience. Many excellent beginner decks are affordable. Look



for a deck that feels like a good value: clear artwork, decent card stock, and a helpful
guidebook.

Before you buy, read a few reviews. Pay attention to comments about the card size, the
guidebook quality, and whether the images match the traditional meanings. Some decks have
beautiful art but are difficult to read because the symbolism is too abstract. Others are
designed specifically for beginners, with keywords printed on the cards or simplified imagery.

If you are shopping online, check the return policy. Some shops allow returns if the deck does
not meet your expectations, while others treat tarot decks as personal items and do not accept
returns. Knowing the policy in advance can save you frustration.

Trusting Your Instincts

Beyond all the practical considerations, there is an intangible factor: how the deck feels to you.
Many tarot readers believe that a deck should "speak" to you, and while that sounds abstract, it
simply means that you should feel drawn to the cards. If you keep coming back to the same
deck, that is a good sign. If a deck makes you feel uneasy or uninterested, trust that feeling and
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Your first deck does not have to be your only deck. As your practice grows, you may want to
explore different styles, themes, or artists. The first deck is just a starting point, a tool to help
you learn the language of tarot. Choose one that you are excited to pick up and practice with.



Final Checks Before You Buy

Does the artwork connect with you? Spend time looking at sample images online or in
the store.

Does the deck follow the traditional structure? This makes learning easier as a
beginner.

Is the guidebook detailed enough to help you learn each card?
Does the card size and stock feel comfortable for your hands and shuffling style?

Have you read reviews from other beginners about their experience with this deck?

Taking a few minutes to check these points can save you from buying a deck that collects
dust. A good first deck will make you want to practice regularly, and consistent practice is the

fastest way to become confident in reading tarot.

Tarotfans on social media €9 Facebook Instagram @ YouTube Pinterest



https://www.facebook.com/TarotFans.FB/
https://www.instagram.com/tarotfans/
https://www.youtube.com/@tarotfans1927
https://pinterest.com/tarotfannn/

