
Siamais Birmingham: A Fresh Perspective on
Bespoke Tailoring
Walking into a tailor's workshop for the first time can feel a bit like stepping into a foreign
language class where you missed the first few lessons. There is a certain vocabulary to
understand, a set of expectations around fit and fabric that can be intimidating. I remember my
own first visit to a proper tailor years ago. I was nervous, unsure whether my questions were
stupid, and half-convinced I would walk out with something that looked like it belonged to a
much older man. That experience taught me how important it is to find a place where the craft
is matched by genuine communication and patience.

That is what drew me to learn more about the operation behind Siamais Birmingham. The
name itself suggests a blend of heritage and local service, and the shop occupies a space that
feels both professional and welcoming. It is not the kind of place where you are rushed through
a consultation or pushed toward expensive cloth you do not need. Instead, there is a sense that
the people working there actually listen. That might sound like a small thing, but in the world of
made-to-measure and bespoke clothing, listening is half the job.

The first time I visited Siamais Birmingham, I was looking for a suit for a close friend's
wedding. I had a vague idea of what I wanted - something navy, not too shiny, with a cut that
would let me move comfortably on a dance floor. The consultant did not just nod and pull out
fabric swatches. They asked about the venue, the time of day, the style of the wedding party,
and even how I typically stand when I talk to people. That last question surprised me. But it
makes sense: a suit that looks perfect on a mannequin can pull across the shoulders or ride up
at the collar if the wearer has a habit of leaning forward or gesturing broadly while speaking.

That level of attention to human detail is what separates a decent tailor from a great one.
Siamais Birmingham seems to understand that clothing is not just about measurements. It is
about how a person lives and moves in their own body. They take the time to discuss posture,
daily habits, and even the kind of shoes you will wear with the garment. That might sound
fussy, but it is the difference between a jacket that hangs awkwardly and one that feels like a
second skin.

View the location on Google Maps

The Craft Behind the Curtain
There is a common misconception that bespoke tailoring is only for the ultra-wealthy or for
people attending black-tie galas. In reality, a good tailor can work with a range of budgets and
occasions. The real value is in the construction. When you order from a high-street store, the
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garment is cut to an average body shape. Sleeves are set at a standard angle, shoulders are
padded to a generic curve, and the waist is often taken in or let out in a way that compromises
the original line of the jacket. A tailor like Siamais Birmingham starts from scratch with your
specific frame.

The process begins with a consultation where the fabric is chosen and the style is agreed
upon. Then comes the measuring stage, which is more detailed than a simple tape across the
chest. The tailor records the slope of your shoulders, the curvature of your spine, the length of
your arms from the socket, and even the way one side of your body might differ from the other.
Most people have some asymmetry - a slightly drooping shoulder or a hip that sits higher - and
a ready-to-wear garment cannot account for that. A bespoke piece can.

After the measurements, a pattern is cut, and a temporary version called a toile is made in
muslin or a similar inexpensive fabric. You try it on, and the tailor marks adjustments with
chalk and pins. This is the stage where the real collaboration happens. You can ask for a
slightly longer jacket, a narrower lapel, or a different pocket style. The tailor will tell you what
works with your body type and what does not, but the final decision is yours. It is a partnership,
not a lecture.

What to Expect During Your First Visit

If you are new to the world of custom clothing, walking into a shop like Siamais Birmingham
might feel a bit daunting. Here is a quick guide to what typically happens so you know what to
expect.

You will have a conversation about the occasion, your style preferences, and any
garments you already own that you love or hate.

The tailor will take multiple measurements, often using a flexible tape and a notepad.
Do not be surprised if they ask you to stand in certain positions or move your arms
around.

Fabric swatches will be shown to you. Feel free to touch them, hold them up to your
face, and ask about care requirements and durability.

You will agree on design details like lapel width, pocket style, number of buttons, and
vent type.

A deposit is usually required, and a timeline for the first fitting is established. This can
range from a few weeks to a couple of months depending on the complexity and the
season.

The whole process is much more relaxed than many people imagine. There is no pressure to
make decisions on the spot. In fact, most good tailors encourage you to take your time. The



goal is to end up with something you will wear for years, not something you regret after one
season.

Why Local Matters
There is something about working with a local business that changes the dynamic. When you
buy a suit online or from a chain store, you are essentially a transaction. If something goes
wrong, you are dealing with a customer service hotline and a return label. With a local tailor like
Siamais Birmingham, the relationship is ongoing. You can walk back in for adjustments, for
advice on maintaining the garment, or for a completely new project. That continuity builds trust
and results in better clothing over time.

I have seen people bring in vintage jackets they inherited from relatives and ask for them to be
refitted. I have seen others come in with a photo torn from a magazine and ask if something
similar can be made. The answer is almost always yes, provided the design suits the fabric and
the wearer's frame. That kind of flexibility is rare in the ready-to-wear market.

Another advantage of working with a local tailor is the ability to develop a consistent style.
Once you have a relationship, the tailor knows your preferences. They remember that you like a
slightly softer shoulder, that you prefer side vents over center vents, and that you always go for
a half-canvassed construction when budget allows. Over time, your wardrobe becomes
cohesive because every piece is built with the same guiding hand.

Common Missteps to Avoid

Even with a good tailor, there are some mistakes that can derail a project. Here are a few I have
seen over the years.

Choosing a fabric purely based on color or pattern without considering weight and
drape. A heavy tweed in a slim cut can look stiff and feel uncomfortable.

Rushing the fitting process. That toile exists for a reason. Spend time in it. Sit down,
raise your arms, walk around. If something pulls, say so.

Ignoring the lining. A cheap polyester lining can make even a beautifully tailored
jacket feel sweaty and cheap. Opt for cupro or Bemberg if available.

Forgetting to bring the shoes you plan to wear. Trouser break and jacket length
depend on your footwear.

These are small details, but they add up. A great tailor will guide you through them, but it helps
to be aware going in.

The Value of Investment



There is no way around it: bespoke tailoring costs more than buying off the rack. But the value
is not just in the garment. It is in the longevity. A well-made suit from Siamais Birmingham can
last a decade or more with proper care. The canvas interfacing can be replaced if it wears out.
The buttons can be swapped. The trousers can be recut if your waist changes. A ready-to-wear
suit is essentially disposable by comparison. Once the fabric starts to pill or the seams begin
to pull, it is cheaper to buy a new one than to repair it.

I have a jacket from a local tailor that I have worn to countless meetings, dinners, and even a
couple of funerals. It has been altered twice as my body changed, and it still looks better than
anything I could buy in a store today. That kind of return on investment is hard to quantify, but it
is real.

For anyone considering their first bespoke piece, I would say start with a project that matters to
you. It might be a wedding suit, a blazer for work, or a coat for the winter. The process itself is
part of the pleasure, and the result is something that carries a bit of your own story.

SIAMAIS is located at 6, 7 Brindley Pl, Oozells St., Birmingham B1 2HS and can be reached at
01216433993 if you want to begin that conversation.


