How to Hang Framed Art Level and Keep It That
Way

Why Your Artwork Never Stays Straight

There is a small frustration that everyone who decorates their own walls knows well. You
spend time choosing the perfect piece, measuring the wall, and carefully setting the wire on the
hook. You step back and it looks great. A week later, you notice the frame has tilted to one
side. The bottom corner is closer to the floor than the other. You straighten it with your finger,
but a month later it has drifted again. This happens because hanging a picture with wire
introduces a natural pivot point. The wire can slide on the hook, and the frame weight shifts
slightly over time. To truly hang framed art level and keep it level, you need more than good
intentions. You need the right hardware and a deliberate leveling technique that accounts for
the wire itself.

| have hung hundreds of pieces over the years, from small art canvas prints to heavy framed
mirrors. | have made every mistake you can imagine. | have used the wrong hanging hook for
the frame weight, left too much slack in the picture wire, and trusted a cheap bubble level that
was itself not calibrated. Every time | thought | had it right, the frame would settle into a new
position after a few days. The solution is not complicated, but it does require a method. Let me
walk you through what actually works.

Start With the Right Hardware

Before you even pick up a tape measure, you need to match the hardware to the frame. A
lightweight art canvas in a thin wood frame does not need the same support as a heavy
framed piece with glass. The most common mistake is using a single hanging nail or a small
picture hook without checking the weight rating. For most framed art, a pair of D-ring hangers
on the frame back, connected by picture wire, gives you the best chance to hang_framed art
level and stable. D-rings screw into the frame and provide a solid anchor point. They let you
adjust the wire length evenly on both sides.

If your frame already has a sawtooth hanger or a single wire loop, replace it. Those are fine for
very light pieces, but they make leveling harder because the frame pivots from a single point.
With two D-rings and a wire, you can balance the load. The wire should be strong enough for
the frame weight. A good hanging kit usually includes picture wire that can hold twenty to fifty
pounds. If you are hanging something heavier, use a thicker wire and a wall anchor rated for
that load. Never guess. A falling piece of art can damage the frame, the wall, and anything
below it.


https://www.burlapandblue.com/how-to-hang-a-picture-with-wire-so-it-hangs-level-and-never-slips/
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]
The Right Way to Attach the Wire

Once you have the D-ring hangers screwed into the frame back, measure the distance between
them. You want the wire to run from one D-ring to the other, with a little slack at the top. The
rule | follow is that the wire should be taut enough that it does not sag visibly, but loose enough
that you can hook it over a hanging nail or hook without forcing it. Cut the picture wire with a
wire cutter, leaving about six inches of extra on each end. Thread each end through the D-ring,
wrap it back around itself, and twist the tail tightly. Some people use pliers to crimp the twist,
but a good hand twist works if you do it firmly. Test the connection by pulling on the wire. It
should not slip.

The wire length determines how high the frame hangs relative to the hook. If the wire is too
long, the frame will sit lower on the wall and the hook will show above the top edge. If it is too
short, the wire will be under tension and may pull the D-rings loose over time. | aim for the wire
to create a shallow V shape when the frame is held upside down. The apex of that V should be
about two inches below the top edge of the frame. That gives you enough room to hook it
without the wire showing.

Finding the Right Spot on the Wall

Now you need to mark where the hanging hook goes. This is where most people make the
second common mistake. They measure the distance from the top of the frame to the wire
apex, then mark that distance below where they want the top edge of the frame. That works if
the wall is perfectly flat and the hook is exactly centered. But walls are rarely perfect, and a
single hook can shift slightly when you drive it in. A better method uses a stud finder to locate
a stud, but you cannot always hang exactly where a stud is. If you are using a wall anchor or a
heavy-duty anchor hook, you can place the hook anywhere. For lighter frames, a simple
hanging nail or picture hook works, but make sure it is driven straight into the wall.

| prefer a two-hook system for heavier frames. Two hooks on the wall, spaced the same
distance apart as the D-rings, give you a level hang that will not shift. To do this, measure the
distance between the D-rings on the frame back. Transfer that measurement to the wall, using
a bubble level to make sure the two marks are level with each other. Drive the hooks in. Then
hook the wire over both hooks. The frame will hang level immediately, and the wire will not
slide because each hook holds one side. This method takes a little more time, but it is the most
reliable leveling technique | know.
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Check and Recheck

After you hang the frame, do not trust your eye alone. Use a spirit level placed on the top edge
of the frame. If you are using a bubble level, make sure it is long enough to span a good portion
of the frame. A two-foot level is better than a six-inch one. Place it on the frame top and adjust
until the bubble is centered. Even with two hooks, the frame can be slightly off if the hooks are
not exactly level with each other. A small adjustment, bending one hook up or down slightly,
can fix it. Never force the frame to sit level by wedging something under it. That creates
pressure points that can crack the frame or the art canvas over time.

If you are hanging a gallery wall with multiple pieces, the process scales. Lay the frames on the
floor and arrange them until you like the spacing. Measure the distances between frames.
Transfer those measurements to the wall using a tape measure and a chalk line or a laser level.
Hang each frame using the same two-hook method. The result is a gallery wall where every
piece stays level, and you do not have to go back and straighten them every week.

What About Picture Rails?

If you have a picture rail, you have more options. Picture rails let you hang art without putting
holes in the wall below. You use a hook that hangs over the rail, with a long wire or chain down
to the frame. The same principles apply. Attach D-rings to the frame back, use picture wire, and
make sure the wire length is even on both sides. The rail hook itself should be secure. Some
rail hooks have a slip cushion or a rubber coating to prevent the wire from sliding. That helps



maintain the level. But picture rails also introduce a new variable: the rail itself may not be
perfectly level. Check it with a spirit level before you rely on it. If the rail is off, your art will be
off too, no matter how careful you are with the wire.

Long-Term Stability

Even with all the right hardware and technique, some frames will drift over time. Temperature
changes, humidity, and vibrations from footsteps can cause the wire to settle and the frame to
shift. This is normal. The best defense is to check the level every few months and adjust as
needed. If you find that a particular frame always tilts to one side, look at the frame back. The
wire may be slipping on the D-ring. Add a small piece of adhesive foam or a slip cushion where
the wire contacts the ring. That increases friction and stops the slip. Also check the hanging
hook. If the hook is bent or loose, replace it. A wall anchor that has pulled out of the drywall will
not hold, and the frame will tilt or fall.

The goal is not perfection on the first try. It is a system that lets you hang framed art level and
keep it that way with minimal maintenance. Once you have the right hardware, a solid leveling
technique, and the patience to check your work, you will not dread hanging a new piece. You
will enjoy the process, and your walls will show it.

| once hung a large framed print in my living room using two D-rings, a strong picture wire, and
two wall anchors. | checked it with a bubble level and walked away. That was three years ago.



It has not moved a millimeter. That is the feeling you want. That is what happens when you
take the time to do it right.



