
When choosing a trading platform, the decision often pivots on best EURUSD spreads UK usability, features, and
trustworthiness. For traders based in the UK and beyond, selecting the right platform is critical not only to
streamline your trading experience but also to ensure your funds and trades are protected under proper
regulation.

In this post, we explore the key platforms offered by IG Group—one of the UK’s largest brokers—focusing on IG
ProRealTime, IG TradingView, and IG MT4. Along the way, we will compare these proprietary and third-party
platforms to each other and reference trusted competitors such as TIOmarkets (Tio Markets UK Limited),
Pepperstone, and XTB. We will also dive into essential trust signals driven by FCA regulation, FSCS protection,
negative balance protection, and the realities of risk with leverage caps.

Understanding the Landscape: Proprietary Platforms vs Third-Party
Platforms
At the core, trading platforms fall into two broad categories:

Proprietary platforms: Developed and managed by the broker itself. They are often tailored to integrate
exclusive features or optimized user experience. Examples include IG’s ProRealTime and TradingView
interfaces.

Third-party platforms: Popular, widely-used software created by independent companies. Brokers typically
integrate these into their ecosystem to offer clients familiar, sophisticated trading environments. MetaTrader 4
(MT4) and MetaTrader 5 (MT5) are classic examples.

Each has its pros and cons depending on trader needs, ranging from customization and automated tools to
liquidity access and regulation. Let’s delve deeper into how IG’s platforms compare within this framework.

IG ProRealTime: A Powerful Proprietary Technical Analysis Tool
IG ProRealTime stands out for traders who prioritize advanced charting and technical analysis. It originated as an
independent charting software company before IG Group acquired it, turning it into a flagship proprietary
platform.

Key Features of IG ProRealTime

High-quality, customizable charts with over 100 indicators and drawing tools

Backtesting capabilities that let traders refine automated strategies

Alerts and notifications tied to price movements and technical conditions

Integration into IG’s market data streams ensuring real-time prices and executions

For UK retail traders, using IG ProRealTime means complying with FCA regulation, a critical trust signal assuring
operational standards and client fund segregation. IG Financial Services Limited’s FCA registration (FRN 195355)
can be verified on the FCA register at any time.

IG TradingView: Seamlessly Combining Social and Technical Trading
Partnering with TradingView, IG offers its clients access to this social charting pioneer integrated directly into its
ecosystem. TradingView’s user-friendly interface and community-driven approach are highly appealing to both
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beginner and experienced traders.

Notable Attributes of IG TradingView

Access to an active community sharing scripts, ideas, and signals

Clean, responsive web-based charts with multi-device sync

Custom Pine Script indicators and strategies for bespoke analysis

Integration with IG accounts for placing orders without toggling apps

TradingView’s growing popularity among retail investors is undeniable. IG’s provision of this platform ensures that
users benefit from FCA-regulated brokerage protections while accessing modern charting and execution tools.

IG MT4: The Classic Workhorse for Automated and Manual Trading
MetaTrader 4 remains the most widely adopted trading platform across forex and CFDs globally. IG supports MT4
to cater to traders who rely on expert advisors (EAs), algorithmic strategies, and a proven interface.

What IG MT4 Offers

Stable and familiar interface with hundreds of pre-built indicators

Expert Advisors (EAs) for fully automated trading strategies

Robust charting and order management features

Integration with IG liquidity and risk management infrastructure

Despite MT4’s global reach, since IG is FCA-regulated, UK-based retail clients trading through MT4 assets benefit
from FCA protections including segregation of client funds and negative balance protection.

Competitor Snapshot: TIOmarkets, Pepperstone, and XTB Platforms
While IG offers a broad spectrum of options, savvy traders also evaluate alternatives. Here is a brief overview
comparing notable brokers:

Broker UK FCA Regulation & FRN Platforms Offered FSCS Protection Unique Features TIOmarkets (Tio Markets UK
Limited) Yes, FRN: 793855 MT4, Proprietary Web Platform Up to £120,000 per eligible person per authorised firm
Competitive spreads, straightforward interface Pepperstone Yes, FRN: 684312 MT4, MT5, cTrader Up to £120,000
per eligible person per authorised firm Advanced execution, Razor accounts for low spreads XTB Yes, FRN: 522157
Proprietary xStation, MT4 Up to £120,000 per eligible person per authorised firm Strong research, lower inactivity
fees

Regulation &Trust Signals: Why FCA Matters
The Financial Conduct Authority (FCA) is the UK's premier financial regulator, tasked with protecting retail
investors and maintaining market integrity. When choosing brokers and platforms like IG, TIOmarkets,
Pepperstone, or XTB, confirming FCA registration is a top priority. Here’s why:

Client Funds Segregation: Brokers must hold client money separately from their own operational funds,
minimizing the risk of misuse.

Regular Audits: FCA mandates rigorous audits and compliance to ensure brokers operate responsibly.



Complaints Handling: FCA-regulated brokers have formal procedures governed under the regulator’s
oversight.

Always check the FCA register directly using the firm's Financial Register Number (FRN) to confirm authenticity.
This simple step protects traders from offshore scams or unregulated operators.

FSCS Protection: What It Covers—and What It Does Not
The Financial Services Compensation Scheme (FSCS) offers a vital fallback for clients if a regulated firm fails
financially. It protects up to £120,000 per eligible person per authorised firm, a crucial sweet spot that gives
peace of mind.

FSCS Coverage Includes:

Loss of money owed to you by an FCA-regulated broker in the event of insolvency

Clients' account balances held in segregated accounts

What FSCS Does NOT Cover:

Trading losses due to market movements or bad trading decisions

Fraud or cyber-theft not involving firm insolvency

Unregulated products or brokers not authorised by the FCA

Understanding what FSCS protects is fundamental to managing risk—not a substitute for sound trading and
money management strategies.



Negative Balance Protection: A Must-Have for UK Retail Traders
Negative balance protection ensures that UK retail clients never lose more than their account balance, even in
volatile markets. This regulatory requirement from the FCA prevents brokers from chasing traders for debts
beyond their deposited funds.

IG, TIOmarkets, Pepperstone, and XTB all offer negative balance protection to their UK retail clients, adding a
critical safety net, especially when leverage is involved.

Leverage Caps and Risk Reality: Staying Within FCA Rules
Since FCA regulation includes restrictions on leverage levels to protect retail traders, it’s important to understand
how this applies across platforms:

Maximum Leverage: Leverage for major currency pairs is capped at 30:1; for other asset classes like CFDs
and commodities, caps range from 2:1 to 20:1.

Risk Amplification: While leverage can multiply profits, it equally magnifies losses. Even with negative
balance protection, rapid market moves can lead to complete loss of deposited capital.

Platform Impact: Platforms like IG MT4 support leverage in compliance with FCA caps, while proprietary
tools such as IG ProRealTime and TradingView respect these limits within IG’s brokerage services.

Traders must take leverage seriously and tailor position sizes accordingly.

Choosing Between IG ProRealTime, IG TradingView, and IG MT4
Consider your priorities when selecting from IG’s platform options:

Platform Ideal For Strengths Limitations IG ProRealTime Technical analysts & automated strategy testers Advanced
charts, backtesting, indicators, FCA-regulated Proprietary, slightly steeper learning curve IG TradingView Social
traders & beginners seeking intuitive UI Community scripts, web/mobile-based, seamlessly integrated Less
complex order management versus MT4 IG MT4 Experienced forex traders & algo trading enthusiasts Automated
trading (EAs), robust charting, longevity Interface aging, fewer innovative updates than newer platforms



Remember, regardless of platform choice, operating with FCA-regulated brokers like IG, TIOmarkets, Pepperstone,
or XTB ensures built-in trust signals and critical client protection mechanisms.

Conclusion
Understanding your platform options with IG allows you to pick a trading environment that matches your style —
whether it’s the cutting-edge technical analysis of ProRealTime, the social interactivity of TradingView, or the tried-
and-true capabilities of MT4. Always verify the FCA registration of your broker, stay informed on FSCS protection
limits (up to £120,000 per eligible person per authorised firm), and prioritize key protections like negative
balance safeguards and FCA leverage caps.

Traders should also keep an eye on competitors like TIOmarkets (Tio Markets UK Limited), Pepperstone, and XTB
to ensure continuous value and innovation in their broker-platform partnerships.

Ultimately, well-informed platform choice combined with strict regulatory compliance forms the foundation of a
safer, more effective trading journey.


