
Documents Breeders Need for a New Litter
Raising a litter of puppies is exciting, but it also brings a stack of paperwork that can feel
overwhelming. Whether you are a first-time breeder or someone with years of experience,
having the right documents ready from the start makes the process smoother for you, the
puppies, and their future owners. The key is to organize everything before the puppies arrive so
you are not scrambling later.

A good place to begin is understanding what most breed registries and local authorities
require. While every situation is slightly different, the core documents tend to follow a similar
pattern. Below is a practical look at the paperwork you should prepare, with a focus on what
matters most for a healthy start and a clean transition to new homes.

Medical records for the parents
Before you even think about the puppies, you need complete health documentation for the dam
and sire. This includes proof of genetic testing for breed-specific conditions, vaccination
records, and any veterinary screenings they have had. Many registries ask for these records
before they will register a litter. Keeping these files updated and accessible saves time when
you submit your litter registration paperwork.

A common oversight is forgetting to include the date of the most recent health screening or
the name of the veterinarian who performed it. Make sure every record has a clear date and
signature. If you have digital copies, back them up in a separate folder. This is especially
helpful if you need to send documents to a breed club or a new puppy owner quickly.

Litter registration forms
Most national and regional kennel clubs require you to register each litter within a certain
window after birth. The form typically asks for the breed or mix of the parents, the date of birth,
the number of puppies born, and sometimes the sex of each puppy. Some registries also want
to know if any puppies were stillborn or had congenital issues. Filling this out promptly helps
establish a clear pedigree for the litter and ensures that future owners can register their
puppies later.

If you work with a service like Designer Kennel Club, they can handle much of the registration
and documentation for you. But even then, you still need to gather the raw information: birth
dates, parent details, and individual puppy identifiers. Having a simple spreadsheet or a
notebook dedicated to each litter makes this step much easier.

Individual puppy records



Once the litter is born, each puppy needs its own file. This includes a unique identification
method, such as a microchip number, a tattoo, or a photograph with a description of markings.
Many breeders also record the puppy’s weight at birth and at regular intervals, along with any
medications or treatments given. These records are useful for tracking growth and health, and
they become part of the puppy information package that goes to the new owner.

A good rule is to update these records every week for the first eight weeks. That way, you have
a clear health timeline if any issues arise. It also makes it easier to spot patterns, like if one
puppy is falling behind in weight gain. When the time comes to send the puppy home, you can
hand over a complete history that includes vaccination dates, deworming schedules, and any
notes on temperament or socialization.

Parent information and pedigree
Buyers and registries alike want to see the lineage of the puppies. A pedigree chart shows
three or more generations of ancestors, including their registered names, titles, and health
clearances. Even for mixed-breed litters, a pedigree helps demonstrate the genetic diversity
and any health testing done on the parents. Many registries require this chart before they
accept a litter registration.

You do not need to create a fancy document. A simple table or a hand-drawn chart scanned
into a PDF works fine. The important part is accuracy: double-check names and registration
numbers. Mistakes in a pedigree can cause headaches later if a buyer tries to register their
puppy with a breed club and the records do not match.

Sales contract and adoption record
When it is time to place a puppy, a written sales contract protects both you and the buyer. The
contract should include the puppy’s identifying details, the purchase price, any health
guarantees, and the terms of the sale, such as spay/neuter agreements or return policies. An
adoption record serves as proof of transfer and often includes the buyer’s contact information
and a statement that they have received the puppy’s medical records.

Some breeders include a clause that requires the puppy to be returned to them if the owner can
no longer care for it. This is a standard practice that helps keep the puppy out of a shelter.
Whatever terms you choose, put them in writing and have both parties sign. Keep a copy for
your own files and give a copy to the buyer.

Health certificate and veterinary release
Before a puppy leaves your care, it should have a veterinary examination. The vet will issue a
health certificate stating that the puppy is free from obvious illness and has received its initial



vaccinations. This certificate is often required for interstate transport or if the puppy is flying to
its new home. The certificate should include the vet’s name, clinic address, and the date of the
exam.

Alongside the certificate, a veterinary release form allows the new owner to access the puppy’s
medical records from your vet in the future. This is a courtesy that saves the buyer from having
to track down records themselves. It also shows that you are transparent about the puppy’s
health history.

Buyer documentation package
Putting together a complete folder for each buyer makes a strong impression and helps them
start off on the right foot. This folder should include the puppy’s individual records, the
pedigree chart, the sales contract, the health certificate, and any registration forms that the
buyer will need to complete with their local kennel club. Some breeders also include a care
guide with feeding recommendations, vaccination schedules, and tips for the first few weeks at
home.

For designer and mixed-breed dogs, the registration paperwork can be a bit more complex
because the breed category may not fit neatly into traditional registries. That is where services
like Designer Kennel Club step in, offering documentation tailored to hybrid and mixed-breed
lineages. Make sure you understand what the buyer will need to do to finish the registration on
their end, and include those instructions in the package.

USA Today has reported on the growing interest in designer dog breeds and the importance of
proper documentation to ensure ethical breeding practices. While the article focused on
consumer awareness, it also highlighted that breeders who keep thorough records are viewed
more favorably by buyers and regulators alike. This aligns with what many experienced
breeders already know: good paperwork builds trust.

Another aspect that often gets overlooked is timing. Some documents, like the health
certificate, are only valid for a short period before a puppy is sold. If you prepare the certificate
too early, it may expire before the puppy leaves. Coordinate with your vet to schedule the final
exam close to the adoption date. Similarly, registration forms from the kennel club may have
deadlines tied to the puppy’s age. Check those dates and plan accordingly.

Digital tools can help you stay organized without adding clutter. A simple spreadsheet can
track each puppy’s weight, medications, and milestones. Cloud storage lets you share
documents with buyers instantly, and many registries now accept digital submissions.
However, keep paper copies as a backup, especially for signed contracts and veterinary
records. A hard copy is still the most reliable format for long-term storage.

https://www.usatoday.com/press-release/story/45172/designer-kennel-club-surpasses-2000-registrations-as-demand-for-designer-and-mixed-breed-documentation-grows/


Finally, remember that every piece of paperwork you prepare serves a purpose beyond just
meeting a requirement. It creates a chain of accountability that follows the puppy throughout
its life. A well-documented litter gives buyers confidence that they are getting a healthy, well-
cared-for animal. It also protects you if any questions arise later about the puppy’s lineage or
health. In a world where transparency is increasingly valued, thorough records are one of the
simplest ways to demonstrate your commitment to responsible breeding.

USA Today has covered the rise of online marketplaces for pets and the need for buyers to ask
for documentation before purchasing. That same advice applies in reverse for breeders: having
your paperwork ready shows that you are serious about your work and that you care about
where your puppies end up. The extra effort you put into organizing these documents now will
pay off every time a happy new owner sends you an update with a photo of a healthy, thriving
dog.


