5 Laws That Anyone Working In Driving License Services Poland Should Know

Navigating Driving License Services in Poland: A Comprehensive Guide

For both Polish people and international residents, acquiring, exchanging, or restoring a driving license in Poland
is a structured process managed mostly through city government workplaces understood as Urzgd Miasta (City
Hall) or Starostwo Powiatowe (County Office). While the system is thorough and typically efficient, navigating the

governmental requirements can be intimidating without the best details.

This guide supplies a thorough introduction of driving license services in Poland, covering whatever from getting

a newbie license to exchanging foreign authorizations and restoring expired documents.

1. Getting a New Polish Driving License (Prawo Jazdy)

Securing your very first driving license in Poland needs conference specific age requirements, finishing medical

evaluations, attending driving school, and passing state tests.

Step-by-Step Process:

1. Obtain a PKK (Profil Kandydata na Kierowce): Before beginning driving lessons, candidates must generate
a Driver Candidate Profile. This needs a medical certificate, a passport-sized image, and an identity document
(ID card or house license).

2. Medical Examination: An authorized occupational physician needs to check your vision, hearing, and basic
health.

3. Driving Course (Kurs na Prawo Jazdy): Complete the necessary theoretical and practical training at a
qualified driving school ( Osrodek Szkolenia Kierowcéw).

4. State Exams: Pass the theoretical examination at the Provincial Road Traffic Center ( WORD - Wojewddzki
Osrodek Ruchu Drogowego) and subsequently the practical driving test.

5. License Issuance: Once tests are passed, the candidate pays the processing cost, and the workplace prints

the official physical license.

Requirements at a Glance

Category Requirement/ Detail Minimum Age (Category B) 18 years of ages Medical examination Mandatory;
legitimate for the duration of the application process State Exams Theoretical (computer-based) + Practical
(driving track and city) Processing Time Approximate. 2 to 4 weeks after passing examinations and paying

charges

2. Exchanging a Foreign Driving License in Poland

Foreigners transferring to Poland frequently need to exchange their existing driving licenses for a Polish Prawo

Jazdy. The precise procedure depends greatly on the issuing country.

Who Needs to Exchange Their License?

* EU/EEA Citizens: You are not lawfully required to exchange your EU/EEA license, supplied it is valid.

Nevertheless, you can voluntarily exchange it for a Polish license.



* Non-EU Citizens (Vienna Convention Signatories): If your home country signed the 1968 Vienna
Convention on Road Traffic, you can usually drive on your foreign license for up to 6 months after getting

residency. After this duration, you should exchange it for a Polish license.

* Non-EU Citizens (Non-Convention Countries): You may drive for approximately 180 days, however to
continue driving legally afterwards, you must pass the Polish theoretical driving exam before your foreign

license can be converted.

Files Required for Exchange:

* Completed application type (readily available at the office or online).

e Current foreign driving license (along with an official Polish translation, unless it is an EU format or

International Driving Permit matching particular criteria).
* Evidence of legal residence in Poland (Karta Pobytu, visa, or registration of home for EU people).
® A current passport-sized photo (35x45 mm).

* Verification of the required charge payment (typically around 100 PLN).

3. Restoring and Replacing a Driving License

Driving licenses in Poland are not always provided for life. Due to medical restrictions or modifications in

administrative information, renewals and replacements are common services handled at local offices.

Typical Reasons for Replacement:

¢ Expiration of Validity: Licenses released with a time frame (frequently 5 to 15 years, depending on category
and health conditions) should be renewed. A brand-new medical check is generally required for

classifications C and D, or for classification B if vision/health conditions determine.

e (Call or Address Change: If a chauffeur legally changes their surname, the license needs to be updated.
(Note: Address changes no longer need a physical license update, as Polish identity cards and licenses dropped

address printing).

* Lost, Stolen, or Damaged Licenses: Requires a formal declaration of loss and a replacement charge.

Costs for Driving License Services

Service Type Approximate Cost (PLN) Issuance of Driving License (Standard) 100.00 PLN Medical Checkup
(Standard) 200.00 PLN Theoretical Exam (WORD) 50.00 PLN Practical Exam (Category B - WORD) 200.00
PLN

Keep in mind: Fees undergo minor local kupie prawo jazdy modifications and updates.

4. Tips for a Smooth Visit to the Office ( Urzqd)

To ensure your interaction with Polish administrative workplaces goes as efficiently as possible, keep these finest

practices in mind:

* Book an Appointment Online: Most Urzedy Miasta utilize an online reservation system ( rezerwacja wizyt).

Reserving a slot ahead of time conserves hours of waiting in lines.

* Bring Cash or Card: While most workplaces now accept card payments via terminal, bringing a percentage

of money or guaranteeing your bank card is enabled for regional community payments avoids unexpected
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delays.

* Language Barriers: In significant cities (Warsaw, Krakéw, Wroctaw, Poznan), personnel in foreign-facing
departments frequently speak English. Nevertheless, in smaller towns, bringing a Polish-speaking friend or

utilizing a translation app is highly recommended.

* Look For Digital Integration: Many elements of lorry and driver data can now be tracked through the
mObywatel app. When your physical license is all set, you can typically access a digital equivalent directly on

your mobile phone.

Summary

Whether you are embarking on your journey as a new chauffeur, transforming a license from abroad, or merely
processing a renewal, understanding the framework of Poland's driving license services conserves time and
reduces stress. Always validate specific regional requirements with your regional Urzgd Miasta or Starostwo

Powiatowe, as small procedural subtleties can vary somewhat by voivodeship.



