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The Complete Guide to Obtaining an EU Driving License in Poland
Browsing administrative procedures in a foreign nation can typically seem like a challenging task. For migrants,
foreign nationals, and global trainees residing in Poland, acquiring an acknowledged driving authorization is an
important action toward independence. Due to the fact that Poland is a member of the European Union, its
driving guidelines align with standardized EU structures, making a Polish driving license valid throughout the
entire European Economic Area (EEA).

Whether somebody is seeking to exchange a foreign license or go back to square one to earn a new EU driving
license in Poland, understanding the legal prerequisites, documentation, and testing stages is important for a
smooth journey.

1. Comprehending the Legal Framework
Poland concerns driving licenses that conform to the basic European Union format-- a plastic card featuring the
holder's picture, personal information, and the categories of vehicles they are licensed to drive.

Who actually needs a Polish driving license? The requirements usually depend upon the candidate's native land
and their length of stay:

EU/EEA Citizens: Individuals holding a driving license issued by another EU or EEA member state are legally
allowed to drive in Poland utilizing their existing license up until its expiration date. Nevertheless, they have
the option to voluntarily exchange it for a Polish EU license.

Non-EU/Non-EEA Citizens (Third-Country Nationals): Foreigners from outside the EU can legally drive in
Poland utilizing their national license accompanied by an International Driving Permit (IDP) for approximately
185 days (6 months) from the date of establishing residency. After this duration, they need to exchange their
foreign license for a Polish one or undergo the total training and testing procedure in Poland.

2. Requirements for Getting a Driving License in Poland
Before visiting a local government workplace ( Urząd), candidates need to satisfy particular standard
requirements set by Polish transport authorities.

Secret Prerequisites

1. Residency Status: Applicants must hold a legitimate residence card ( karta pobytu), permanent residency, or
a certificate of registration of stay for EU people, proving that they live in Poland for at least 185 days per
year.

2. Age Limits: The minimum age requirement differs depending on the car category (e.g., 18 years for Category
B, 24 years for Category A).

3. Medical checkup: Every applicant must pass an obligatory medical evaluation by a licensed occupational
medication medical professional to verify physical and mental fitness to drive.

4. Profil Kandydata na Kierowcę (PKK): The Driver Candidate Profile is an unique digital identification number
required before starting driving lessons or reserving state exams.



3. Step-by-Step Process to Obtain a Polish Driving License
For people beginning fresh-- or those whose non-EU licenses can not be directly exchanged-- the path to getting
an EU driving license in Poland involves numerous structured steps.

Action 1: Obtain a Medical Certificate

Candidates should schedule an appointment with a licensed doctor. The get more info medical professional
checks eyesight, hearing, general health, and mental preparedness. This test usually costs a standardized
government-regulated cost (around 200 PLN).

Action 2: Generate a PKK Number

With the medical certificate, passport, and proof of residency in hand, the candidate goes to the regional district
workplace ( Starostotwo Powiatowe or Urząd Dzielnicy) to get a PKK number.

Action 3: Complete Driving School Training ( Ośrodek Szkolenia Kierowców - OSK)

While it is lawfully possible to study theory independently, practical lessons must be completed through a
certified driving school.

Classification B (Standard Car): Usually requires 30 hours of theoretical guideline and 30 hours of practical
behind-the-wheel training.

Note for Expats: While a lot of driving schools carry out lessons in Polish, an increasing number of schools in
major cities like Warsaw, Kraków, and Wrocław use theoretical and practical instruction in English.

Step 4: Pass the State Exams

When training is complete, candidates must schedule and pass two tests administered by the provincial road
traffic center ( WORD - Wojewódzki Ośrodek Ruchu Drogowego):

1. Theoretical Exam: A computer-based test including multiple-choice and video-based danger perception
concerns. (Available in English at designated WORD centers).

2. Practical Exam: A two-part test consisting of automobile checks and maneuvers on a closed course,
followed by driving in genuine traffic conditions.

Step 5: Collect the License

After passing both examinations, the WORD center updates the digital system, and the applicant pays the
processing cost at the local community workplace. The physical plastic card is generally all set for collection
within 2 to 3 weeks.

4. Expense Breakdown of Getting a License
The monetary investment required to acquire an EU driving license in Poland varies depending on private
knowing development, but basic costs can be approximated clearly.

Expense Item Description Approximate Cost (PLN) Medical Examination Necessary doctor's check-up 200 PLN
Passport Photos Standard biometric pictures (1-2 copies) 30 - 50 PLN Driving School Course (OSK) Theory +
30 hours of useful lessons (Cat. B) 2,500 - 4,000 PLN WORD Theory Exam State computer examination 50 PLN
WORD Practical Exam State driving test (Cat. B) 200 PLN License Issuance Fee Administrative production
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expense at the Urząd 100.50 PLN Overall Estimated Cost Varies based on extra lessons required ~ 3,000 -
4,500+ PLN

5. Exchanging a Foreign Driving License in Poland
Drivers who currently hold a valid license from a non-EU country that is a signatory to the 1968 Vienna
Convention on Road Traffic may be qualified for a direct administrative exchange without taking the Polish
driving tests.

Files Required for Exchange:

Completed application (available at the Urząd).

Present foreign driving license in addition to a licensed Polish translation ( tłumaczenie przysięgłe).

Legitimate home authorization ( karta pobytu or visa) and passport.

A recent biometric photo.

Medical certificate validating physical fitness to drive.

Confirmation of payment for license processing.

Essential Caution: If a foreign license was released by a country that is not a signatory to the Vienna Convention
(for example, specific U.S. states or other non-participating nations), the candidate can not simply exchange it. In
such cases, they need to pass both the theoretical and practical Polish state tests.

Summary Checklist for Applicants
To ensure a seamless experience when pursuing an EU driving license in Poland, keep this list handy:

Confirm legal residency status (minimum 185 days/year).

Protect a PESEL number (Polish universal electronic system for registration of the population).

Undergo a medical assessment.

Get the PKK number from the local Urząd.

Enlist in a qualified driving school (OSK) if required.

Clear the state theory and useful evaluations at WORD.

Submit final documentation and administrative costs to get the physical card.

Getting an EU driving license in Poland opens up seamless travel chances throughout the continent. By carefully
following the administrative actions, preparing adequately for the tests, and gathering the needed translations
and medical clearances, motorists can successfully browse the Polish licensing system with confidence.


