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The Ultimate Guide: How to Apply for a Driving License in Poland

Acquiring a driving license is a significant turning point, whether someone is a fresh-faced 18-year-old or an
expat relocating to Central Europe. For those living in Poland, holding a legitimate Prawo Jazdy (Driving License)
opens extraordinary opportunities for weekend getaways to the Tatra Mountains, hassle-free grocery runs, and

easier day-to-day travelling.

Nevertheless, navigating administrative procedures in a foreign nation can often feel challenging. This detailed,
detailed guide is designed to take the uncertainty out of obtaining a driving license in Poland, breaking down the

requirements, expenses, and treatments.

1. Prerequisites Before You Begin

Before anyone can legally step behind the wheel in Poland, they need to meet specific legal and medical

requirements.

Age Requirements

The minimum age needed depends completely on the category of the car:

* AM Category: 14 years old (mopeds, light quad bikes).
e A1, B1, T Categories: 16 years old (little motorbikes, light automobile, tractors).

* B Category (Standard Car): 18 years of ages.

Residency Requirements

To obtain a Polish driving license, candidates should show residency. This suggests they should:

* Hold Polish citizenship, OR

® Be an immigrant with a valid house card, visa, or EU registration certificate proving a stay in Poland for at

least 185 days in a calendar year.

2. Step-by-Step Application Process

Securing a Polish driving license follows a stringent chronological order. Avoiding a step will only lead to delayed

documentation.

Step 1: Obtain a PKK Number (Profil Kandydata na Kierowce)

The PKK (Driver Candidate Profile) is an unique electronic recognition number generated by the local

government workplace. No driving school will accept a trainee without one.

To get a PKK, candidates should visit their regional district workplace ( Urzgd Dzielnicy for Warsaw homeowners

or Starostwo Powiatowe for other regions) and send:

1. A completed application form.

2. A medical certificate verifying physical and mental physical fitness to drive.



3. A passport-sized photograph (35 x 45 mm).
4. Proof of identity (Passport or ID card) and residency (Residence card or lease contract).

5. A translation of foreign licenses (if relevant).

Action 2: Pass a Medical Examination

Before checking out the office, candidates need to arrange an appointment with a licensed occupational
medicine physician ( lekarz uprawniony do badan kierowcow).
e Cost: Usually around 200 PLN.

* What it includes: A basic vision check, neurological examination, and a general health survey. Individuals

with persistent conditions (such as diabetes or epilepsy) might require extra expert clearance.

Step 3: Complete State-Approved Training (For Category B)
Unless transforming a currently legitimate foreign license, candidates should finish a state-approved driving

course at a recognized driving school ( Osrodek Szkolenia Kierowcéw - OSK).

® Theory: Minimum 30 hours of class or online lectures (consisting of First Aid training).

* Practical Driving: Minimum 30 hours behind the wheel with a certified trainer.

Step 4: Pass the State Exams (WORD)

Once training is complete, candidates need to book and pass 2 state examinations at the Provincial Road Traffic
Centre ( Wojewddzki Osrodek Ruchu Drogowego-- WORD):

1. Theoretical Exam: A computerized multiple-choice test (offered in Polish, English, and German at the
majority of local centers).
2. Practical Exam: A rigorous test involving car checks, maneuvering on a closed course, and real-traffic

driving.

3. Expense Breakdown

Obtaining a driving license requires monetary investment. Below is an estimated expense breakdown for a

standard Category B license in Poland.

Expense Item Description Estimated Cost (PLN) Medical Examination Obligatory health check by a licensed
doctor 200 PLN Passport Photos 1 set of professional pictures (35x45mm) 35-- 50 PLN Driving Course (OSK)
30 hours theory + 30 hours practical training 2,500-- 4,000 PLN State Theory Exam (WORD) Computer-based
exam charge 50 PLN State Practical Exam (WORD) Behind-the-wheel driving test cost 200 PLN License
Issuance Fee Production cost paid to the local workplace 100.50 PLN Overall Estimated Cost From scratch to a
physical card ~ 2,585-- 4,600 PLN

Keep in mind: Prices vary depending upon the city, inflation, and whether the prospect requires extra driving lessons.

4. Converting a Foreign License vs. Starting Fresh

The process varies considerably depending on whether the applicant already holds a license from another

country.

EU/EEA License Holders



If somebody holds a valid driving license issued by an EU or EEA member state:

* They do not require to retake examinations.
® They can lawfully drive in Poland using their original license till it ends.

* They might willingly exchange it for a Polish license by sending an application, paying the issuance fee, and

surrendering their old card.

Non-EU License Holders

For residents kartaxpresspoland.com from nations outside the EU/EEA (e.g., USA, UK, India, Ukraine):

® Foreign licenses are normally legitimate for approximately 185 days after taking up residency in Poland.
e After 185 days, the foreign license should be exchanged.

* Country Agreements: If Poland has a bilateral agreement with the candidate's home country (based on the
1968 Vienna Convention on Road Traffic), the exchange procedure might only need paperwork and a little

cost, without taking exams.

* Non-Agreement Countries: If no agreement exists, the applicant needs to pass the theoretical state

examination (WORD) and submit a certified translation of their existing license to exchange it.

5. Summary Checklist for Applicants
To ensure a smooth journey to getting a Polish driving license, keep this list helpful:

* Confirm legal residency status (minimum 185 days/year).

® Book and pass the medical checkup.

* Take a passport-sized photograph.

® Check out the local office ( Urzqgd) to create a PKK number.

* Register in a qualified driving school and complete 30h theory + 30h practice.
® Pass the theoretical and useful state examinations at WORD.

* Pay the license manufacturing charge at the workplace and wait for the physical card (usually takes 2 to 4

weeks).

With perseverance, preparation, and adherence to bureaucratic actions, navigating Poland's licensing system

becomes completely workable. Safe driving on Polish roads!
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