Dallas homeowners often start with a simple question when a room feels hotter than it should or the AC seems
to run nonstop: is the problem just worn weatherstripping, or is the whole door past its useful life? The tricky part

is that both problems can feel the same inside the house, even though the repair paths are very different.

When A Seal Repair Makes Sense

Weatherstripping does one job very well. It closes the gap between the moving parts of a door and the frame so

hot air, dust, and light drafts do not slip through.

In Dallas, that matters because long cooling seasons punish any weak spot in the building envelope. A worn
sweep under an exterior door or flattened foam strip around the jamb can let in enough heat to make a room

feel sticky, especially in the afternoon.
Weatherstripping is usually the better first step when you see these signs:

® The door closes and latches normally, but you feel a light draft.
* Daylight shows up only as a thin line at the bottom or along one side.
® The slab looks straight and does not scrape the frame badly.

* The seals look cracked, flattened, missing, or brittle.

In those cases, a good adjustment and the right seal profile can stop most of the leakage. An experienced

company can confirm the cause with a quick inspection.

When Door Replacement Is The Better Call

Weatherstripping cannot correct a door that no longer fits the opening. If the frame is racked, the slab has
warped, or the hardware is fighting foundation movement, the leak is only a symptom of a bigger alignment

problem.

Dallas homes deal with expansive clay soil, and that movement can change how exterior doors sit in the frame. A
door that once sealed tightly may start sticking at the top, dragging at the threshold, or leaving uneven gaps on

one side.
Replacement starts making more sense when you notice one or more of these conditions:

® The slab binds, scrapes, or needs a shove to latch.
® The frame is visibly out of square or separated from the wall.
® The gaps are uneven and vary noticeably across the opening.

* There is damage to the door material itself, or previous seal repairs keep failing.

At that stage, replacing the door often solves both the air leak and the fit problem at once. That is especially true
with older entry doors that have seen years of sun exposure, seasonal swelling, and repeated hardware

adjustments.

Repair First Or Replace Now?

The best way to choose is to separate a seal problem from a fit problem. Start by checking whether the door

closes smoothly, whether the latch pulls the slab tight, and whether the gap is consistent around the perimeter.



The decision often comes down to whether you are buying time or buying a durable fix. Weatherstripping buys

time. Replacement buys a reset.

In Dallas, a leaky door can cancel out some of the benefit of an otherwise efficient cooling system. A well-built
replacement door with tight seals and insulated construction can do more than stop drafts, it can make the

nearby room feel steadier during long cooling cycles.

The material matters as well. Steel and fiberglass often resist warp better than wood in strong sun, and the

threshold and hardware can be just as important as the slab.

What Dallas Homeowners Should Expect From The Fix

Weatherstripping is the budget-friendly move and usually the quickest to complete. Door replacement costs

more, but it can address drafts, fit issues, tired hardware, and security concerns in one project.

There is also the practical side of permits and code compliance. For many exterior door replacement projects,
homeowners should check local rules, since the City of Dallas building permit requirements for door replacement

can vary depending on the scope of work and whether the opening is changing.

Energy performance is worth considering as well. ENERGY STAR windows and doors requirements for the South
Central climate zone can help guide product selection, and a well-rated door may pair better with residential
doors Dallas Windows of Dallas the rest of the home envelope than a patchwork of old components and new

seals.

If the door closes squarely and only the perimeter seal has worn out, weatherstripping is usually the right first
move. If the door has shifted, warped, or stopped fitting the opening, replacement is the longer-lasting answer.
In Dallas heat, the difference shows up quickly in comfort, runtime, and how hard the door is to live with every
day.
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